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Lyndon’s Bill: 


Round Three 





An Awkward Reappraisal 


AUSTIN 


House Bill 158, the most 
traveled bill of the 56th leg- 
islature, may have to make 
one more _ parliamentary 
journey in the special ses- 
sion because of the discovery 
of conflicting provisions in 
the final version as signed 
into law. 

The Johnson-for President bill 
which has twice run _ liberal 
gauntlets in the House and Sen- 
ate calls for the state democratic 
executive committee to meet 
June 18th to certify the roll of 


the new June convention. The 
difficulty: the bill instructs the 
convention to meet June 14th, 


four days before the SDEC ses- 
sion that is to certify its roll of 
delegates. As the bill thus stands, 
the convention to select Texas's 
delegates to the national Demo- 
cratic presidential convention in 
Los Angeles will have to convene 
and then wait idly for four days 


before the SDEC can meet to cer- 





tify the convention's roll of dele- 
gates. 

This latest complication was 
revealed by one of the bill's bit- 
terest critics, Rep. Dean Johns- 
ton of Houston, who gleefully 
cracked in a_press_ statement, 
“Since the days of Ulysses, there 
hasn't been a saga of tribulation 
such as that experienced so far 
by H. B. 158.” 

There was no immediate 
planation of the mixup from 
either the Governor’s mansion or 
the state democratic executive 
committee. 
newsmen’s questions, said he 
“would consider’ resubmitting 
the bill to a special session if the 
bill is not correct. 

Jake Pickle of the SDEC told 
the Observer that he felt the 
matter was a question of inter- 
pretation and that “actually, I 
think the committee could meet 


eX- 





| 


Daniel, responding to} 





statutes should apply where 
there is duplication. Previous ex- 
ecutive committees have been 
ruled by the precedent of cus- 
tom.” Pickle concluded that the 
bill as signed into law “ought to 
be more clearly stated.” 

In his press statement, Johns- 
ton asked, “Are Senator Johnson 
and the Governor planning to get 
together and figure out which 
Democrats they are willing to let 
attend the state conventions, or 
are they trying to deliberately 


| cast a shadow over the legality 


of the first state convention just 
to be on the safe side if their 
factions don’t happen to win con- 
trol?” The Houston representa- 
tive added, “This bill is their 
baby, it is time they tell us who 
the papa and mamma were—and 
just when they got married. I 
suspect H. B. 158 is about to be 
disowned again, and_ valuable 


four days earlier to straighten it| time will have to be spent dur- 


out.” Pickle added, 


“It has been | 


ing the special session doing an- 


the custom in the past for the other patchwork job on the elec- 


committee to interpret 


which | tion code.” 





Lyndon’s Bill: Round Two 





Two Blasts and a Voice Vote 


AUSTIN 

Its timetable upset by 
Price Daniel’s insistence on 
revisions, H. B. 158 returned 
from the Governor’s man- 
sion last week and received a 
hammering from liberals be- 
fore being repassed by the 
legislature and signed finally 


into law. 

The Senate, forewarned by 
Henry Gonzalez’s filibuster on 
the first circuit, applied a gag 
rule to achieve a speedy second 
passage of the election measure, 
dubbed the “Johnson-for-Presi- 
dent bill” by friend and foe alike. 
But in the House, both Johnson, 
personally, and the bill, gener- 
ally, were seared by Reps. Bob 
Eckhardt of Houston and Zeke 
Zbranek of Liberty. Eckhardt 
condemned the bill for making 
“this a government of men and 
not of laws” that “bends the 
whole body of the law to accom- 
modate the ambition of one pow- 
erful man.” 

To the patiently waiting repre- 
sentatives, Eckhardt said, “If we 
pass this bill today, this honor- 
able House of Representatives, 
ceases to be a forum for passage 
of impartial law but becomes a 
cockpit of political contention 
where every member must take 
sides and back his favorite roos- 
ter. you and I and those affected 
by our precedent will be drawn 
into battles not our own, and will 
take the whacks and scars that, 
for instance, I must expose my- 
self to by rising here and speak- 
ing against the interests of one 
who should not be in this arena. 
None of us should be placed in 
this position, on one side or an- 
other, but there are few of us 
who have not been contacted, 
either directly or indirectly, by a 
congressman or senator.... How 
can I warn against this danger- 
ous course in which a man of un- 
bridled ambition may weaken 
the whole fabric of party lew by 








cutting from it a gray flannel 
toga? 

“But,” Eckhardt said, “the 
greatest harm done is to the dig- 
nity of this House and to the re- 
spect that is due a leader of the 


Democratic Party in the United | 


States Senate. The acrimony that 
inevitably brings forth accusa- 
tions concerning Box 13, and Jim 
Wells County, whatever the mer- 
its of the matter may be, the 
accusation that the congressional 
leader of the Democratic Party 
strafed the party’s own faithful 
troops at Dallas and Fort Worth 
and that at San Antonio he aban- 
doned them—all of this is a 


natural consequence of intro-| 


ducing a political bill on the 
floor of the House...they in- 
evitably come up if this hall is 
to become a political cockpit, be- 
cause a cockpit will be befouled.” 


‘Cordial Emotions’ 


In a broad reference to some of 
the backers of the electioin bill, 
Eckhardt said Johnson “has ene- 
mies in the ranks of the Repub- 
licans and even amongst some 
Democrats from Dallas whom he 
seats but who rarely applaud 
him, who would accuse him of 
the enormity and lay it to what 
they would call his lust for 
power. There are others who join 
in a cordial emotion toward the 
Senior Senator for other reasons 


than being seated in a Demo- 
cratic assemblage.” 
The Houston liberal summed 


up by criticising the haste with 
which the bill was considered 
and the “mary errors, disparities 
and evils in the bill. If the man 
who carries major responsibility 
for the destinies of the Demo- 
cratic party in the United States 
Senate is not sufficiently inter- 
ested in its welfare in his home 
state to put the general welfare 
of the Party before his personal 
advantage, it is necessary for us 
little Democrats in our humble 


‘roles as legislators, to give the 











closest scrutiny to the terms of 
this bill and weed out of it those 
elements which hurt the Demo- 
cratic Party.” He asked 
House to refuse to concur in 
the Senate changes made at Dan- 
iel’s insistence, so that a confer- 
ence committee “can give this 


bill the first careful scrutiny it 


has received in both houses.” 
Eckhardt’s motion not to concur | 
was tabled, 96-46. 


‘This Atrocity’ 

Then, before the bill was safely 
enroute to the Governor once 
again, Zbranek rose for a parting 
shot. He _ said congratulations 
were in order for the Governor 
“who would not be stampeded” 
and for the “Senior Senator who 
is to be commended.” 

“We have heard about your 
ability to get things done,” said 
Zbranek, “and now we have felt 
your influence. You have suc- 
ceeded in getting this atrocity 
passed. It’s going to inconven- 
ience everybody else in Texas 
but it’s going to be a convenience 
to the Senior Senator.” Zbranek 
reiterated he wanted to congrat- 
ulate Johnson for “tearing around 
and snorting and_ getting this 
thing through.” 

Rep. Kika de la 
servative from Mission, was the 
jone representative other than 
the bill’s floor captain, Rep. How- 
ard Parish, to speak for the bill. 
He asked Zbranek what was 
wrong with the bill if it permit- 
ted farm laborers, “20,000 to 30,- 
000 good Democrats” to vote for 
the first time. Zbranek replied 
that it was the best argument 
he’d heard for the bill, “but I 
want to caution you, Kika, you've 
been getting elected with them 
gone.” 

After Zbranek’s parting volley, 
“I'm going to vote ‘no’ and the 
devil take the hindmost,” the 


Garza, con- 








the | 





House passed the bill for the sec- 
ond time by a voice vote and dis- 
patched it to the Governor. 


The 30-Day Prospect 


In the legislative interreg- 
and trategy 


num, tactics 
theories for the spex 
sion occupy Austin 
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cided to make an early run 
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We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see it. 
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“What's All the Fuss About a Little Carpeting 


for Senators in Washington?” 
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TAXES 
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iral resource bills, the graduated 
tax on the major companies 
and his severance beneficiary 
gas tax on_ interstate 
pipeline companies. Both have 
been kicked around in Austin tax, 
discussions by moderates as well 
as liberals, but are stoutly op- 
conservatives. 


natural 


posed by 

Also in the wings is Frates See- 
ligson, author of a one and one- 
half per cent general sales tax in 
the regular session. He is _ re- 
working the bill to include revi- 
of existing taxes and says 
he will have it ready Monday for 
the new session. A dark horse is 
Rep. Lewis Anderson with his 
combination general sales tax, 
income tax and corporate profits 


pl 
tax 


sion 


prospects: Daniel's prob- 
is simplest and hardest—to 
pass his own program in one spe- 
session. His chances dimin- 
as deadlock continues and he 
is known to be irritable about 
and third session talk 
emanating chiefly from 
conservative circles. House 
servatives are focusing on killing 
Daniel's program, then offering a 
sales tax-weighted bill along the 
general lines of the Woolsey pro- 
I meanwhile holding 
Seeligson general sales tax in re- 
serve for a second or third ses- 
sion showdown. 

The liberals, adlibbing,. will 
generally support Daniel's pro- 
gram, look for an opportunity t 
it with natural 


The 


lem 
cial 


ish 


1S 


con- 


osal, the 


re- 


supplement 


source taxation on the majo: 
companies. In a showdown ex- 
tending beyond one special sese 


a large general sales tax with a 


, | large natural resource tax. 


It starts again Monday. 











‘INDIVIDUALS PAY HALF THE TAXES’ 


AUSTIN 

Governor Price 
dressed in a black suit and a 
black tie with a white star in 
the middle and a gold clasp 
bearing the Seal of the State, 
made a lot of things clear at 
his press conference 
day. He laid his glasses back- 
wards on the table, rested his 
cigar over the bridge, and 
told the assembled reporters 
that: 

Not only will he not re- 
treat on his three percent 
natural gas tax, if there’s too 
much delay he'll recommend 
a larger increase. 

He will fight for all of his orig- 
inal revenue program: the bank 
bill, the bookkeeping bill, the 
franchise tax, especially including 
the allocation change which will 


be paid by large interstate com- | 
the selective sales taxes | 


panies; 
he has recommended on _ cigar- 
ettes, liquor, and cars. He may 
try to tax cigarettes bound for 
military bases in Texas before 
they reach the protective federal 


sovereignty. He may open up the | 


special session to other issues— 
preserving the public beaches for 
public use, stiffer highway safety 
laws, and crime prevention laws, 
especially—but he may not talk 
about anything in his opening 
message but spending and taxes. 

He may propose some other tax 
ideas, but he would not be drawn 
into what they might be. He is 
willing to accept alternatives to 
some parts of his program, but 
not to other parts. He is irked 


Daniel, 


Satur- | 


plan to raise the natural gas tax 
three percent? “No sir, I shall 
| recommend at least three percent, 
| and if there's any delay in it 
| there may be an increase in my 
| recommendation.” 





| Natural Gas Taxes 
He continued on this triggering 
question: 

| “Since the Hinson tax was de- 
| clared unconstitutional the gas 
companies have been paying on 
the same tax in Louisiana mil- 
} lions of dollars. I think we ought 
to collect at least half as much on 
| natural gas as Louisiana and at 
least one-ninth as much as New 
York. And ought to collect 
enough to make up for this loss 
| all these years Louisiana has been 
getting the tax and we have not.” 


we 


Would he re-recommend basic- | 


ally the same program he asked | 
? 


for at the beginning of the year 
“There may be some additions or 
changes.” 


Reverting to the natural gas’! 
tax, he said, “It’s not a new prop-| 
osition. Former Governor Shivers | 
asked for such an increase. It's | 
| something that conservatives as/| 
| well as moderates and liberals 
have thought we should come for- 
ward with in the state. 


“Individuals are carrying at 


| least half the taxes,” Daniel said 


| “I think they are carrying at least | 


with the Senate for its failure to | 


pass out even his bookkeeping 


bill to reduce the deficit, although | 


it had a month to consider it 

He believes that the sales tax- 
ers’ play is to run the bill up as 
high as possible to increase the 
opposition to any solution short 
of a general sales tax. He will 
fight for “a tax that is justly due 
us on natural gas and interstate 
corporations.” 

It was interesting 
house members—Reps. Hinson, 
Cotten, Kilgarlin, Jamison, Buch- 
anan, Huebner, and Dewey— 
dropped into the Governor's re- 
ception room to listen to the con- 
ference, but not a single senator 
was present. 

Daniel had held only two other 
press conferences all session, and 
he began by saying he would 


meet with the press any time if | 
they | 


they would just tell him 
wanted him to. A local paper had 
criticized him for meeting with 
the press so infrequently, he re- 
marked “Was that the Observer 
or the Austin paper?” a wag 
asked; Danigl smiled and said it 
was the daily. 

Then he launched into his for- 
mal announcement of the special 
session. 

“In view of the fact the legisla- 
ture will not and cannot take 
care of the deficit before the next 
biennium, I will call a_ special 
session Monday, 11 a.m., the 18th 
of May, and in the meantime I'll 
be here continuously until that 
time to work with members of 
the legislature so that they'll be 
ready to introduce bills at ll 
o’clock so that there will not be 
any delay.” 

He had talked to Speaker Wag- 
goner Carr and would talk to Lt. 
Gov. Ben Ramsey about the prob- 
lems of the session, he said. 
““We're now getting close to 
September, when we will have to 
have appropriations to continue 
our public services, hospitals, 
public schools, highway program, 
and every function of govern- 
ment ... I know they can do it in 
30 days if there is a right amount 
of work and cooperation.” Some 
members do not realize that “this 
late it is getting to be a serious 
situation.” 


that eight | 


Would he compromise on his} half the load. I think there is no 


| objection to individuals paying 


half the taxes on the basis of abil- 
| ity to pay if we continue to levy 
| the other half on natural resour- 
ces, corporations, and other busi- 
nesses.” 


| (The Observer first concluded, 
in a tax series, that individuals 
pay about half the state’s taxes in 
| the first instance. The Texas Re- 
search League, basing its figures 
on a concept of state-local taxes 








paid rather than state taxes, 
reached different conclusions.) 
| Why had the Bob Hughes,- 


} 
| Charles Hughes,-George Hinson,- 


Jim Bates substitute to H. B. 727, 
the tax bill, not been pushed to a 


| vote on the floor? Daniel was 
| asked. (It was his substitute 
plan.) 


“It became quite evident, ac- 
cording to the members and the 
press, that there seemed to be 
pretty much a personality con- 


727 and some 
people were dead set on beating 
the other. It did not seem there 
would be a good possibility to get 
a majority, and it seemed wise 
not to offer it.” 

What else might he ask 
session to do? (In a special ses- 


sion the Governor's message re- | 


stricts the subjects on which leg- 
islation can be considered.) 
“There won't be much else ex- 


flict. Some people were dead set | 
{on beating H. B. 


the | 


DANIEL EXPLAINS HIS TAX PROGRAM 


cept real emergencies. I'm dis- 
turbed by the fact none of the 
highway safety bills and very few 
of the law enforcement bills got 
through .... If any of those really 
involve human life and are emer- 
gencies ... especially may I sub- 
mit some of the highway safety 
measures.” 


He also said he might intro- 
duce legislation to preserve 
beaches for the public (related 
story this issue). 


Bank Bill Changes 


He would fight again for his 
bank bill—but “We may try to 
rewrite it for the propositions for 
those who would vote for it if it 
was changed.” If it does not pass, 
he said, since the Comptroller has 
certified it is worth $25 million 
to the state the next two years, 
“Somebody's gotta be taxed $25 
million if we don’t get the money 
the state already owns.” 


Would he open up the session 
to the Hale-Aikin reforms? he 
was asked. In effect he replied 
no. “I imagine that I would want 


first and the current spending, 
which includes the $400 given the 
teachers last year, before we go 
| into any new program of a size- 
able nature. These matters of debt 
and present obligations should be 
| cared for first.” 


} 





| Had Carr said they might work 


to see us get the deficit cared for | 





| 
| 


out a joint program? “I wouldn't 
Say a joint program. There is a 
disposition to cooperate in every 
way possible.” 

Had he been approached to sub- 
stitute the Eckhardt gas dedi- 
cated reserves tax for his sever- 
ance beneficiary tax? “No, not in 
a long time,” he said. How about 
the Eckhardt graduated oil tax 
on the majors? “I have not con- 
sidered the Eckhardt oil tax and 
have not been asked to for the 
special session,” he replied. 

How would his program differ 
from his January message? “If 
they have something else to offer 
that does not involve a general 
sales tax or a state income tax, 
I'll certainly welcome their sug- 
gestions,” he said. Some parts of 
his program he would “fight for 
very strongly” but others are “in 
the category that there might be 
substitutes to them.” 

Was H.B. 727 a_ general sales 
tax? “727 didn’t amount to much 
of anything,” he said, laughing 
with the reporters at this. “Well, 
it was about 95 percent sales-tax 
items. It was not a general sales 
tax. It was so broad that it could 
be considered of that nature, but 
it was not a general sales tax,” 
he said. 

Would he tie his tax program 
to teachers’ pay? “I am trying to 
weigh that right now—as to 
whether it’s helpful or harmful,” 
he replied, laughing a little. 


With that the reporters rose, 
ending the morning’s size-up of 
the unpredictable month—or 
months—ahead. oh 





AUSTIN 
The end of the session brought 
a quiet death to the “atheist bill” 
requiring professors to sign a 
statement of belief in the “exist- 
ence of a Supreme Being” as a 


lic schools and colleges. The 
measure, sponsored by Reps. Ben 
Lewis of Dallas, Joe Chapman of 
| Sulphur Springs, Bill Hollowe!l 
of Grand Saline and Bill Dungan 
of McKinney, was reported out 
of committee after a favorable 
constitutional ruling was  ob- 
tained from the attorney general, 
| but it was never brought to a 
| test on the House floor. 

Atty. Gen. Will Wilson’s opin- 
ion upholding the bill in all re- 
| spects has caused much discus- 
|} sion in Austin. The opinion was 
written by J. Arthur Sandlin, an 
assistant, and signed by Wilson 
and Sandlin. 

Section 4 of Article One of the 
Constitution provides: 

“No religious test shall ever be 
required as a qualification to any 
| office, or public trust, in this 
State; nor shall any one be ex- 
cluded from holding office on ac- 
count of his religious sentiments, 
| provided he acknowledge the ex- 
| sense of a Supreme Being.” 
|} The Wilson-Sandlin opinion ar- 
| sued that the semi-colon has the 
}meaning of a comma and the 
| phrase “holding office’ also 
| manne holding a “public trust” 
even though it does not say this. 

“It has been suggested that the 
effect of this ... was to make it 
possible to exclude atheists from 
public ‘office, but not from a 
| public trust’,” said the opinion. 
“We have reached the conclusion 
| that the words ‘provided he ack- 
nowledge ihe existence of a Su- 
preme Being’ modify Section 4 
of Article I in its entirety, and 
not just the last clause thereof.” 

The opinion had to deal with 
the fact that the two independent 
clauses in the provision are sep- 
arated by a semi-colon, appear- 
ing to reinforce their grammati- 


| 
| 
| 





prerequisite to teaching in pub-| 


| After concluding that the “pro- 
vided” dependent clause modifies 
both the independent’ clauses 
preceding it, instead of the one 
| to which it is adjacent, the opin- 
ion relied for agreement on the 
fact that the House committee 
also “reached the same conclu- 
sion,’ arguing: 

“A semi-colon separates the 
two clauses in the constitutional 
provision, but the committee 
amendment, which follows. the 
constitutional language very 
| closely, omits the semi-colon and 
| uses only commas.” 
| Just how this affects the fact 
that a semi-colon is used in the 
Constitution was not made ex- 
plicit. 

The use of the word “nor” in 
the Constitution, argued the 
opinion, means the words which 
will follow it “will be in general 
agreement with what has gone 
before.” “If a repugnant provi- 
sion such as an exception is to 
follow, it is our opinion that the 
only logical word to use would 
be ‘but,’ or ‘however,’ or ‘pro- 
vided,’ or some other word of 
similar import.” 

“It is true that the provision 
in question is not couched in the 
clearest language,” Wilson and 
Sandlin state, “and the punctua- 


tion may leave something to be 
desired, but the intent and pur- 
pose of the framers of our Con- 
stitution is clear. The second 
clause before the proviso adds 
nothing new, since ‘religious sen- 
timents’ is certainly included 
within the term ‘religious test.’ 
We therefore think that the first 
part of the second clause was 
added merely for emphasis, and 
the net effect of the constitu- 
tional provision is that no person 
may be disqualified for public 
office or public trust as long as 
he acknowledges the existence of 
a Supreme Being.” 
The argument 
plicitly: 


continues ex- 


“The first clause of the consti- 
tutional provision refers to ‘any 
office, or public trust.’ The sec- 
ond clause refers to ‘holding of- 
fice.’ . we are of the opinion 
that the words ‘holding office’ 
are used in the sense that they 
mean the holding of a position 
of public trust as well as the 
holding of that which is techni- 
cally denominated an ‘office.’”’ 


Wilson and Sandlin then quote 
from previous decisions from the 
Attorney General's office in 
which public office and a public 
trust have been equated. 








God, Freedom, and a Meaningful Semi-Colon 


On the issue of federal consti- 
tutionality, the opinion also up- 
holds the bill, explaining: 


“The Bill of Rights embodied 
in both our State and Federal 
Constitutions guarantees to the 


individual certain inalienable 
rights which both the courts and 
the legislative bodies of the na- 
tion have traditionally guarded. 
Included is the right of the in- 
dividual to think and believe on 
matters both temporal and spiri- 
tual in accordance with the dic- 
tates of his own conscience. Im- 
plicit in the right to believe is 
also the right to disbelieve. It 
does not necessarily follow, how- 
ever, that a man may think, be- 
lieve, or act as he may choose 
without affecting right to public 
privileges to which he might 
otherwise be entitled. This limit- 
ing factor was illustrated by Jus- 
tice Holmes in an early case 
when he declared that the appel- 
lant, a policeman, had a constitu- 
tional right to believe as he may 
wish, but he had no  constitu- 
tional right to be a policeman ... 
The bill does not ... contravene 
the general guarantees of per- 
sonal religious freedom” in ei- 
ther the U. S. or Texas constitu- 
tions, the decision held. 





os Houston school board mem- 

ber Mrs. Charles White, 
first Negro public official in the 
city since reconstruction, with- 
drew her support of bond and 
tax-raising proposals because, 
she said, the board is not re- 
sponding to a federal court inte- 
gration order. In explaining to 
the board the opposition of the 
Harris County Council of Organ- 
ization, a group of 52 Negro or- 
ganizations, Mrs. White _ said, 
“They feel quite strongly that 
the building program is just a 








cal independence. 


way of circumventing integra- 


|tion and don’t want to appropri- 
ate any funds for that purpose.” 
She said she was still “sympa- 
thetic’ to school improvements 
she previously endorsed but 
added that recent board actions 


The Week in Texas 


had “shaken my confidence on 
whether the money will be spent 
| most advantageously for all the 
children in the district. School 
board member Mrs. Frank Dyer 
reacted bitterly. “The Negroes 














‘THE NEGROES AGAIN’ 


again. And they’re the ones who 
are always wanting things in the 
schools.” She charged Mrs. White 
made her statements as “a pre- 
pared political address.” 


Aldine high school students 

have opened a drive to sell 
$85,000 in time warrants to raise 
funds needed to open the dis- 
trict’s classrooms as teachers re- 
affirmed their intentions of stay- 
ing away until enough money is 
on hand to carry their salaries 
through the remainder of the 
school year. 
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DOT’S UNMUTED ROAR 


AUSTIN 

The Party War in Texas, 
abated for the legislature, re- 
sumes with hardly a break of 
pace this month when Dem- 
ocrats of Texas hold their 
third annual statewide meet- 
ing in Austin May 23. The 
news this week is the mail- 
out of a DOT “Democratic 
Reporter” to the DOT list 
and to various liberal county 
leaders in which Senator 
Lyndon Johnson and Speak- 
er Sam Rayburn are toasted 
and Governor Price Daniel 
is roasted to a turn. 

At one point it is not quite 
clear whether Pontius Pilate is 
being compared to Johnson and 
Rayburn or to Daniel; or to all 
three. Pilate is held forth as “a 
prototype moderate” in this in- 
teresting passage after a para- 
paragraph quoting Johnson and 
Rayburn as regretting some of 
Daniel’s acts at the last state 
convention: 

“It is always hard to decide 
about a ‘moderate.’ There was a 
prototype moderate a couple of 
thousand years ago, who stood 
aside for the Freedom in Action 
crowd of his day, although he 
‘found no fault’ in the man he 
suffered to be executed and pub- 
licly washed his hands of the 
matter. The role of Pontius Pi- 
late is still debated. He was 
faced with a practical political 
situation. He yielded, and as a 
matter of historical fact that un- 
doubtedly made him a man ‘who 
got things done.’ The debate is 
over whether the practical solu- 
tion justified the method. And 
judgment of this early prototype 
moderate is as difficult as judg- 
ment of later models. 





‘Pilate continued as governor 
of Judea.” 


DOT’s attitude toward John- 
son’s favorite son candidacy will 
undoubtedly dominate the pri- 
vate, if not the public discussions 
of the meeting. Yarborough has 
declined to endorse any of the 
candidates on grounds that six 
of his U. S. Senate colleagues are 
candidates and it would not be 
wise for him to alienate any of 
them. Mrs. R. D. Randolph, Dem- 
ocratic committeewoman for 
Texas and DOT chairman, has 
said more than once that she 
agrees with Johnson he is not a 
candidate, and that it is danger- 
ous for a man with a heart con- 
dition to be elected president. 
At the same time, DOT has never 
been openly anti-Johnson; and 
one issue for the May 23 meeting 
will be what stance should now 
be taken. The Observer heard 
discussion in Austin this week, 
based on the assumption the sec- 
ond sequence of conventions are 
to be abolished by H. B. 158, that 
an all-out fight should be made 
to prevent Johnson from control- 
ling the delegations to the May 
convention. 


Sam Wood Recalled 


There is concession in the 
newsletter that DOT has “taken 
some punishment in the infight- 
ing” since the last state conven- 
tion, but loyal Democrats are 
asked to come along for “a plan- 
ning session for action in 1960.” 

“The fate of Texas—and also 
the nation—is at stake,” it is said, 
“for events in Texas will also be 
critical for the nation in 1960. 
Governor Daniel participated in 
the subversion of the Democratic 
Party in 1952 and contributed to 





its paralysis in 1956. A little 
‘moderation’ might tempt him in 
1960.” 


The Sam Wood story on DOT, 
and the Ross Woodall variation 
in the Huntsville Item, are re- 
called, as are Yarborough’s vic- 
tories in the home counties of the 
newspapers which ran the stories 
—Austin, Huntsville, San An- 
tonio, Lubbock, and Amarillo. 


Before the September, 1958, 
convention, it is remarked, John- 
son and Rayburn “were repre- 
sented as having ‘seen the light’ 


or at least ‘felt the heat’” and 
favoring the election of state 
party committee members’ by 


senatorial district caucuses. After 
“a fake contest’? removed Judge 
Jim Sewell of Corsicana and 
Mrs. Jud Collier, of Mumford, 
from the state committee, and 
Gov. Daniel’s leaders, at his in- 
stance, also removed Bernard 
Lifshutz of San Antonio and Dr. 
Chloe Armstrong of Waco, the 
letter continues, Johnson said he 


was “surprised and sorry” and 
Rayburn “surprised and deeply 
regretful” that caucus nominees 


had not been honored. 

“In September, 1956,” it is said, 
“Daniel did the same thing with 
Rayburn’s and Johnson's bless- 
ing. But this time there was a 
tone of rebuke: ‘Price, thou shalt 


not steal—without permission’.” 
Sen. Yarborough will be the 
DOT banquet speaker; former 


U. S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Charles Brannan, Bexar : County 
Cmsr. Albert Pena, and Houston 
attorney J. Edwin Smith will be 
among speakers at the meeting. 
“Several hundred battle scarred 
veterans” are expected, said the 
mail-out. 





An Aftermath That Bubbles 
and Bubbles and Bubbles 


AUSTIN 

As widespread _ editorial 
action to the Johnson for Pres- 
ident bills continued to fill col- 
umns in the state press, the at- 
tack of Texas liberals on the 
Majority Leader mounted in the 
aftermath of repassage of the 
doctored up election bill. Rep. 
Bill Kilgarlin, Houston, reprinted 
300 copies each of the Dallas 
News account of the House de- 
bates entitled “Election Bill 
Voted; Liberals Rap Johnson” 
and the Observer editorial com- 
ment on the same debate, “When 
a Man Depends On Fear For 
Friends” and dispatched the lot 


to (1) every liberal Democratic 
Governor, (2) Every liberal 
Democratic Senator, (3) liberal 


Democratic Representatives, (4) 
Members of the Democratic 
National Committee and (5) cer- 
tain members of the Capitol press. 

Somewhat more obliquely, Sen. 
Ralph Yarborough, addressing a 
Truman Birthday audience in 
Houston laid down requirements 
for presidential hopefuls: “must 
have the mental and physical 
vigor...must understand the 
great difference between com- 
promise and surrender...only to 
a man of unwavering Democratic 
philosophy can we entrust the 
reins of leadership to carry out 
our national program.” 


‘Too Much Pressure’ 
Reporter Bob Hollingsworth in 
the Dallas Times-Herald said it is 
now a “foregone conclusion” that 
Johnson will go to Los Angeles 
as Texas’s favorite son candi- 
date, “barring an unexpected in- 
crease in liberal strength.” 
Rep. W. W. Glass, writing a 
“legislative letter’’ in the Jack- 
sonville Daily Progress, said that 
there was “too much presure” 


re- | 





for the Johnson bill. “The lob- 
byists working to get this bill 
argued that it would help John- 
son...and Johnson has_ been 
here himself working with these 
lobbyists helping to secure pass- 
age. Few people realize how 
much this bill is going to affect 
the politics of Texas. It will give 
the man already intrenched in a 
big office, with plenty of money 
to spend for television time and 
public relations work, an undue 
advantage. And you may be sure 
that Lyndon Johnson has all of 
these advantages...needless to 
say, I have opposed bitterly this 
measure,” Glass wrote. 


Too Many Agents 


Editor Elton Miller 
Dallas White Rocker, surveying 
possible presidential candidates, 
denounced Johnson for “gather- 
ing around him the most formi- 
dable array of press agents and 
advisors that any man ever had 
outside a president of the United 
States.” Miller had praise for 
Stevenson: “He carried the ball 
for us when such men as Sen- 
ator Johnson were holding back 
on the reins, trying to keep the 
horses from leaving the pad- 
dock.” 


of the 


San Antonio Light’s Don Po- 
litico, noting that conservatives 
had long pushed the election 
change “on the theory the May 
primary is far more likely to 
find the heavy campaign con- 
tributor available to tap and the 
conservative voter at home in- 
stead of on a trip to Europe,” 
concluded the bill actually has 
much more complicated conse- 
quences. The “100,000 forgotten 
Texans...who leave home be- 
tween April 25 and May 15 to hit 
the crop harvest trail’ will now 





; be able to vote, the paper said. 


“The reason they are forgotten 
in Austin is simply because they 
don’t vote, and of the six bills 
introduced at the behest of the 
council on migrant labor, not a 
ene has emerged from the legis- 
lative mill this season. Experts 
in the field figure that at least 
half of the 100,000 could be in- 
duced to pay their poll taxes,” 
the Light said. 


Which Lever? 


Dallas Republican chairman 
Maurice L. Carlson called the 
bill “monkey business’ and com- 
plained that local GOP candi- 
dates must file before knowing 
who the Democratic presidential 
nominee is. “If, for instance, 
Adlai Stevenson is the Demo- 
cratic nominee in 1960, many 
Republicans might want to run, 
knowing that many people will 
pull a straight Republican lever. 
But if Lyndon Johnson should be 
the nominee, Republicans would 
be very reluctant to make races 
because most of the votes would 
undoubtedly be Democratic,” he 
said. 

Houston Post columist Bill 
Gardner noted as “significant” 
the fact Daniel invited Sen. Gon- 
zalez to lunch at the executive 
manison after Gonzalez staged 
his filibuster against the Johnson 
bill. Said Gardner: “It was only 
a few hours after this luncheon 
conference with the man who 
ran against him last summer that 
Gov. Daniel announced he was 
not satisfied with HB 158, and 
would not sign it unless it was 
revised to meet his objections. 
Some of his objections were the 
same as those voiced by the lib- 
erals on the floor.” 

Lubbock Avalanche editorial- 
ized the bill will obviously help 








Preston Weatherred 
Rapped by Moore 


{Moore said. “Actually, his en- 

Brandishing a copy of q|dorsement of a bill is a kiss of 
forthcoming business meet ieath | If Weatherred and his 
ing on special session tax) 2OuP is fighting for a sales tax, 


m going to fight a sales tax. He 
ist wants to usurp and suck the 
out of businessmen under 
he guise he’s going to produce a 


strategy, Senator Bill Moore 
rose on personal privilege to 
blast industry lobbyist Pres 
ton Weatherred on the clos- 


jlood 


ing day of the regular ses-| S@es tax.” 
sion. His extemporaneous After his speech, Moore told 
address, punctuated wit e. Observer ‘“Weatherred has 


crisp, descriptive adjectives ire solicited money to come 
drew replies from Senators wn here and influence legisla- 
Parkhouse and Aikin | tion. If Governor Daniel wants to 
Moore quoted the ntrol the lobby, he ought to 
per’s reference to “a ntrol people like that.” 
nessman conference Parkhouse defended Weather- 
general retail sales ed as “a very fine man with an 
letter from Weatherred enviable war record, particularly 
iness clients and fri the first World War when he 
Senator from Bryan s decorated on the field of bat- 
loose: “The State Bar Parkhouse said Weatherred 
investigate this man and } does not solicit funds but is “em- 
to be disbarred. He ployed by people who pay him to 
perpetrate another fra end out letters to business. I am 
businessmen of this t going to stand here and see 
the guise of influencing ridiculed on the floor of the 
tion.” Noting that Weat! Senate.” 
letter, as quoted by tl “How did he get his law li- 
wes efdrenmed to said Moore, “I’m not 
yuestioning his military career.” 


, nse’ ” 


ested parties,” Moore pisses 

terpret that to mean Aikin said Weatherred was a 

enehers Whe wont high class gentleman” and a 
s want 


gentleman of the first order.” 


to Weatherred. If we 


reestablish in the Moore said, “I don’t think he’s 


1 


people the respect | 2 gentleman.” 

lature to which it That ended official Senatorial 

are going to have discussion of lobbyists for. this 
. such as Preston W session L.G. 








TMA’S UNEMPLOYMENT 
PAY BILL PERISHES 


TIN , making the bill ‘worse than no 





The Texas Manufacturer bill at all.” The bill’s labor-op- 
backed change in unempl posed sections: specifying that 
compensation rates turned | students who held second and 
down by the House last week! third shift jobs would be in- 
when enough liberal opposition to| eligible for benefits when laid 


off work if they declined to ac- 


the bill developed to prevent the 
ty to! cept first shift jobs because of 


necessary two-thirds 


bring it up for considerat The} conflicts with classes; defining 
vote was 77-44 in favor n-| unemployment pay for persons 
sidering it. over 65 in such a way as to ex- 

Rep. Will Ehrle f hildress| clude them from unemployment 
said, “Mr. Eckhardt, Mr. Johns benefits; and instituting a one- 
ton, and Mr. Kennard oppose this} week waiting period before un- 
bill. If they want to kil I want employed workers would be 


the responsibility square 1 the| eligible to file for benefits. Ef- 
back of the AFL-CIO f killing | forts to work out a compromise 
a bill to help the nemployed | resulted in a deadlock. 
worker.” Rep. Don Kennard said he was 
Phrle refused to yield when |“glad to see Mr. Ehrle’s heart 
Rep. Bob Eckhardt beat so profusely for the poor un- 
the gentleman not ven| employed workers of the state 
though he has used n| But this bill takes the first week's 
connection with compensation away and it knocks 
The measure would h raised | out anybody over 6° f-9m receiv- 
weekly unemployment checks| ing unemployment b: efits. We 
from $28 to $35. The have some amendments but 


(Jim) Yancy of the 


n't 
pa 


Ehrle and Mr. 
Texas Manufacturers’ Assn. w 
even sit down and talk to us 


tained three additior 
which Houston Clintor \FL-CIO 





trial, let Senator Johr get the 


the ing, the victims of dictatorships 


benefit of 
change back 


+ 


general council, 

Johnson, “But the estion i o{and their schemes ... get out of 

what? Senator J 'the middle of the road and 

tive son of whom | side in with the people of this 

are proud ... Why | world who are striving for a bet- 
|ter standard of living, the starv- 
| 


the revolutionaries, not to forge 


again 


Alm State | the rank and file in this country.” 





to date in the dir * ™e€l sentenced to the electric chair 

Majority Leader. ? n ic! Holmes did not take the 

ter to Johnson sunnem "| but appeared before the judge 

“There are a "| repudiate his confession. He al- 

Democrats who |leged that police forced him 

the ground you wal! | sign, an allegation flatly denied 
} 


stana 


work out? 
would do as much f tiv e| 
son.” BULLETIN 
‘ . , | Sammy Holmes, | 20-year-old 
ae saceigaed By i her | a sstin Negro, was convicted of 
oe. SoS — | raping and brutally beating a 56- 
fired off his most ’ sentence white woman. He was 


+a 


side FDR, but wh neck S*<™ | by a police witness—second such 





wen ey One oo **" | incident relating to the Eckhardt 
ees BOW FOU ‘n° | Confession Bill which failed to 
oe Denes ee oa alg songs . pass the legislature. (See editor- 
oA mae oe pi ai me ial, “A Good Job,” page 4). 
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‘INDIVIDUALS PAY HALF THE TAXES’ 


AUSTIN 

Governor Price Daniel, 
dressed in a black suit and a 
black tie with a white star in 
the middle and a gold clasp 
bearing the Seal of the State, 
made a lot of things clear at 
his press conference Satur- 
day. He laid his glasses back- 
wards on the table, rested his 
cigar over the bridge, and 
told the assembled reporters 
that: 


Would he compromise on his 
plan to raise the natural gas tax 
three percent? “No sir, I shall 
recommend at least three percent, 
and if there’s any delay in it 
there may be an increase in my 
recommendation.” 











| Natural Gas Taxes 


DANIEL EXPLAINS HIS TAX PROGRAM 


| half the load. I think there is no 
| objection to individuals paying 
half the taxes on the basis of abil- 
ity to pay if we continue to levy 
| the other half on natural resour- 
ces, corporations, and other busi- 


nesses.” 


(The Observer first concluded, 


lin a tax series, that individuals 


° | 
Not only will he not re-| He continued on this triggering | pay about half the state’s taxes in 


treat on his three percent 
natural gas tax, if there’s too 
much delay he'll recommend 
a larger increase. 

He will fight for all of his orig- 
inal revenue program: the bank 
bill, the bookkeeping bill, the 
franchise tax, especially including 
the allocation change which will 
be paid by large interstate com- 
panies; the selective sales taxes 
he has recommended on cigar- 
ettes, liquor, and cars. He may 
try to tax cigarettes bound for 
military bases in Texas before 
they reach the protective federal 
sovereignty. He may open up the 
special session to other issues— 
preserving the public beaches for 


public use, stiffer highway safety | 


laws, and crime prevention laws, 
especially—but he may not talk 
about anything in his opening 
message but spending and taxes. 


He may propose some other tax | 


ideas, but he would not be drawn 
into what they might be. He is 
willing to accept alternatives to 
some parts of his program, but 
not to other parts. He is irked 
with the Senate for its failure to 
pass out even his bookkeeping 
bill to reduce the deficit, although 
it had a month to consider it 

He believes that the sales tax- 
ers’ play is to run the bill up as 
high as possible to increase the 
opposition to any solution short 
of a general sales tax. He will 
fight for “a tax that is justly due 
us on natural gas and interstate 
corporations.” 

It was interesting that eight 
house members—Reps. Hinson, 
Kilgarlin, Jamison, Buch- 
anan, Huebner, and Dewey— 
dropped into the Governor's re- 
ception room to listen to the con- 
ference, but not a single senator 
was present. 

Daniel ‘had held only two other 
press conferences all session, and 
he began by saying he would 


meet with the press any time if | 


they would just tell him they 
wanted him to. A local paper had 
criticized him for meeting wit 
the press so infrequently, he re- 
marked “Was that the Observer 
or the Austin paper?” a wag 
asked; Danigl smiled and said it 
was the daily. 

Then he launched into his for- 
mal announcement of the special 
session. 

“In view of the fact the legisla- 
ture will not and cannot take 
care of the deficit before the next 
biennium, I will call a_ special 
‘session Monday, 11 a.m., the 18th 
‘of May, and in the meantime I'll 
be here continuously until that 
time to work with members of 
the legislature so that they'll be 
ready to introduce bills at 11 
o’clock so that there will not be 
any delay.” 

He had talked to Speaker Wag- 
goner Carr and would talk to Lt. 
Gov. Ben Ramsey about the prob- 
lems of the session, he said. 

“We're now getting close to 
September, when we will have to 
have appropriations to continue 
our public services, hospitals, 
public schools, highway program, 
and every function of govern- 
ment ... I know they can do it in 
30 days if there is a right amount 
of work and cooperation.” Some 
members do not realize that “this 
late it is getting to be a serious 
situation.” 





question: 
“Since the Hinson tax was de- 
| clared unconstitutional the gas 


companies have been paying on 
| the same tax in Louisiana mil- 


to collect at least half as much on 
| natural gas as Louisiana and at 
least one-ninth as much as New 
York. And ought to collect 
enough to make up for this loss 
| all these years Louisiana has been 
getting the tax and we have not.” 


we 


Would he 
|ally the same program he asked 
| for at the beginning of the year? 
“There may be some additions or 
| changes.” 


| Reverting to the natural gas 
| tax, he said, “It’s not a new prop-| 
| osition. Former Governor Shivers | 
| asked for such an increase. It's 
| something that conservatives as 
well as moderates and _ liberals 
i have thought we should come for- | 
| ward with in the state 


“Individuals are carrying at 
| least half the taxes,” Daniel said 
| “I think they are carrying at least 


| lions of dollars. I think we ought | 


re-recommend basic- | 


| the first instance. The Texas Re- 
| search League, basing its figures 
on a concept of state-local taxes 
paid rather than state taxes, 
reached different conclusions.) 


Why had the Bob Hughes,- 
Charles Hughes,-George Hinson,- 
Jim Bates substitute to H. B. 727, 
the tax bill, not been pushed to a 


| 
| 
| 


vote on the floor? Daniel was 
asked. (It was his substitute 
plan.) 

“It became quite evident, ac- 


cording to the members and the 
press, that there seemed to be 
pretty much a personality con- 
flict. Some people were dead set 
on beating H. B. 727 and some 
people were dead set on beating 
the other. It did not seem there 
would be a good possibility to get 
a majority, and it seemed wise 





not to offer it.” 


What else might he ask the | 
session to do? (In a special ses- | 
sion the Governor’s message re-| 
stricts the subjects on which leg- 
islation can be considered.) 


“There won't be much else ex-| 


cept real emergencies. I'm dis- 
turbed by the fact none of the 
highway safety bills and very few 
of the law enforcement bills got 
through .... If any of those really 
involve human life and are emer- 
gencies ... especially may I sub- 
mit some of the highway safety 
measures.” 


He also said he might intro- 
duce legislation to preserve 
beaches for the public (related 
story this issue). 


Bank Bill Changes 


He would fight again for his 
bank bill—but “We may try to 
rewrite it for the propositions for 
those who would vote for it if it 
was changed.” If it does not pass, 
he said, since the Comptroller has 
certified it is worth $25 million 
to the state the next two years, 
“Somebody's gotta be taxed $25 
million if we don’t get the money 
the state already owns.” 


Would he open up the session 
to the Hale-Aikin reforms? he 
was asked. In effect he replied 





no. “I imagine that I would want 
to see us get the deficit cared for | 
first and the current spending, | 


| which includes the $400 given the | 
| teachers last year, before we go| 


into any new program of a size- 
able nature. These matters of debt 
and present obligations should be 
cared for first.” 


Had Carr said they might work | 


out a joint program? “I wouldn't 
Say a joint program. There is a 
disposition to cooperate in every 
way possible.” 


Had he been approached to sub- 
stitute the Eckhardt gas dedi- 
cated reserves tax for his sever- 
ance beneficiary tax? “No, not in 
a long time,” he said. How about 
the Eckhardt graduated oil tax 
on the majors? “I have not con- 
sidered the Eckhardt oil tax and 
have not been asked to for the 
special session,” he replied. 

How would his program differ 
from his January message? “If 
they have something else to offer 
that does not involve a general 
sales tax or a state income tax, 
I'll certainly welcome their sug- 
gestions,’ he said. Some parts of 
his program he would “fight for 
very strongly” but others are “in 
the category that there might be 
substitutes to them.” 

Was H.B. 727 a general sales 
tax? “727 didn’t amount to much 
of anything,” he said, laughing 
with the reporters at this. “Well, 
it was about 95 percent sales-tax 
items. It was not a general sales 
tax. It was so broad that it could 
be considered of that nature, but 
it was not a general sales tax,” 
he said. 

Would he tie his tax program 
to teachers’ pay? “I am trying to 
weigh that right now—as to 
whether it’s helpful or harmful,” 
he replied, laughing a little. 

With that the reporters rose, 
ending the morning’s size-up of 
the unpredictable month—or 
months—ahead. = oa 





AUSTIN 
The end of the session brought 
|a quiet death to the “atheist bill” 
| requiring professors to sign a 


| statement of belief in the “exist- | 


|ence of a Supreme Being” as a 
| prerequisite to teaching in pub- 
|lie schools and colleges. The 


measure, sponsored by Reps. Ben | 


Lewis of Dallas, Joe Chapman of 
| Sulphur Springs, Bill Hollowe!l 
|of Grand Saline and Bill Dungan 
|of McKinney, was reported out 
of committee after a favorable 
| constitutional ruling was ob- 
| tained from the attorney general, 

but it was never brought to a 
| test on the House floor. 

Atty. Gen. Will Wilson’s opin- 
ion upholding the bill in all re- 
| Spects has caused much discus- 
|} sion in Austin. The opinion was 
| written by J. Arthur Sandlin, an 
assistant, and. signed by Wilson 
| and Sandlin. 
| Section 4 of Article One of the 
| Constitution provides: 

“No religious test shall ever be 
| required as a qualification to any 
| office, or public trust, in this 

State; nor shall any one be ex- 
cluded from holding office on ac- 
| count of his religious sentiments, 
| provided he acknowledge the ex- 
| istence of a Supreme Being.” 

The Wilson-Sandlin opinion ar- 
| gued that the semi-colon has the 
meaning of a comma and the 
phrase “holding office” also 
means holding a “public trust” 
even though it does not say this. 

“It has been suggested that the 
effect of this ... was to make it 
possible to exclude atheists from 
public ‘office, but not from a 
public trust’,” said the opinion. 
“We have reached the conclusion 
that the words ‘provided he ack- 
nowledge ihe existence of a Su- 
preme Being’ modify Section 4 
of Article I in its entirety, and 
not just the last clause thereof.” 

The opinion had to deal with 
the fact that the two independent 
clauses in the provision are sep- 
arated by a semi-colon, appear- 
ing to reinforce their grammati- 
cal independence. 


| 





, After concluding that the “pro- 
vided” dependent clause modifies 
both the independent clauses 
preceding it, instead of the one 
to which it is adjacent, the opin- 
'ion relied for agreement on the 


fact that the House committee 
also “reached the same conclu- 
sion,”’ arguing: 


“A semi-colon separates. the 
two clauses in the constitutional 
provision, but the committee 
amendment, which follows the 
constitutional language very 
closely, omits the semi-colon and 
| uses only commas.” 
| Just how this affects the fact 
|that a semi-colon is used in the 
Constitution was not made ex- 
plicit. 

The use of the word “nor” in 
the Constitution, argued the 
opinion, means the words which 
will follow it “will be in general 
agreement with what has gone 
before.” “If a repugnant provi- 
sion such as an exception is to 
follow, it is our opinion that the 
only logical word to use would 
be ‘but,’ or ‘however,’ or ‘pro- 
vided,’ or some other word of 
similar import.” 

“It is true that the provision 
in question is not couched in the 
clearest language,” Wilson and 
Sandlin state, “and the punctua- 





tion may leave something to be 
desired, but the intent and pur- 
pose of the framers of our Con- 
stitution is clear. The second 
clause before the proviso adds 
nothing new, since ‘religious sen- 
timents’ is certainly included 
within the term ‘religious test.’ 
We therefore think that the first 
part of the second clause was 
added merely for emphasis, and 
the net effect of the constitu- 
tional provision is that no person 
may be disqualified for public 
office or public trust as long as 
he acknowledges the existence of 
a Supreme Being.” 
The argument 
plicitly: 


continues ex- 


“The first clause of the consti- 
tutional provision refers to ‘any 
office, or public trust.’ The sec- 
ond clause refers to ‘holding of- 
fice.’ we are of the opinion 
that the words ‘holding office’ 
are used in the sense that they 
mean the holding of a position 
of public trust as well as the 
holding of that which is techni- 
cally denominated an ‘office.’” 


Wilson and Sandlin then quote 
from previous decisions from the 
Attorney General's office in 
which public office and a public 
trust have been equated. 





God, Freedom, and a Meaningful Semi-Colon 


On the issue of federal consti- 
tutionality, the opinion also up- 
holds the bill, explaining: 


“The Bill of Rights embodied 
in both our State and Federal 
Constitutions guarantees to the 
individual certain inalienable 
rights which both the courts and 
the legislative bodies of the na- 
tion have traditionally guarded. 
Included is the right of the in- 
dividual to think and believe on 
matters both temporal and spiri- 
tual in accordance with the dic- 
tates of his own conscience. Im- 
plicit in the right to believe is 
also the right to disbelieve. It 
does not necessarily follow, how- 
ever, that a man may think, be- 
lieve, or act as he may choose 
without affecting right to public 
privileges to which he might 
otherwise be entitled. This limit- 
ing factor was illustrated by Jus- 
tice Holmes in an early case 
when he declared that the appel- 
lant, a policeman, had a constitu- 
tional right to believe as he may 
wish, but he had no _ constitu- 
tional right to be a policeman... 
The bill does not ... contravene 
the general guarantees of per- 
sonal religious freedom” in ei- 
ther the U. S. or Texas constitu- 
tions, the decision held. 





Houston school board mem- 

ber Mrs. Charles White, 
first Negro public official in the 
city since reconstruction, with- 
drew her support of bond and 
tax-raising proposals because, 
she said, the board is not re- 
sponding to a federal court inte- 
gration order. In explaining to 
the board the opposition of the 
Harris County Council of Organ- 
ization, a group of 52 Negro or- 
ganizations, Mrs. White _ said, 
“They feel quite strongly that 
the building program is just a 
way of circumventing integra- 








tion and don’t want to appropri- 
ate any funds for that purpose.” 
She said she was still “sympa- 
thetic” to school improvements 
she previously endorsed but 
added that recent board actions 


The Week in Texas 


had “shaken my confidence on 
whether the money will be spent 
most advantageously for all the 
children in the district. School 
board member Mrs. Frank Dyer 
reacted bitterly. “The Negroes 

















‘THE NEGROES AGAIN’ 


again. And they’re the ones who 
are always wanting things in the 
schools.” She charged Mrs. White 
made her statements as “a pre- 
pared political address.” 


Aldine high school students 

have opened a drive to sell 
$85,000 in time warrants to raise 
funds needed to open the dis- 
trict’s classrooms as teachers re- 
affirmed their intentions of stay- 
ing away until enough money is 
on hand to carry their salaries 
through the remainder of the 
school year. 
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DOT’S UNMUTED ROAR 


AUSTIN 

The Party War in Texas, 
abated for the legislature, re- 
sumes with hardly a break of 
pace this month when Dem- 
ocrats of Texas hold their 
third annual statewide meet- 
ing in Austin May 23. The 
news this week is the mail- 
out of a DOT “Democratic 
Reporter” to the DOT list 
and to various liberal county 
leaders in which Senator 
Lyndon Johnson and Speak- 
er Sam Rayburn are toasted 
and Governor Price Daniel 
is roasted to a turn. 

At one point it is not quite 
clear whether Pontius Pilate is 
being compared to Johnson and 
Rayburn or to Daniel; or to all 
three. Pilate is held forth as “a 
prototype moderate” in this in- 
teresting passage after a para- 
paragraph quoting Johnson and 
Rayburn as regretting some of 
Daniel’s acts at the last state 
convention: 

“It is always hard to decide 
about a ‘moderate.’ There was a 
prototype moderate a couple of 
thousand years ago, who stood 
aside for the Freedom in Action 
crowd of his day, although he 
‘found no fault’ in the man he 
suffered to be executed and pub- 
licly washed his hands of the 
matter. The role of Pontius Pi- 
late is still debated. He was 
faced with a practical political 
situation. He yielded, and as a 
matter of historical fact that un- 
doubtedly made him a man ‘who 
got things done.’ The debate is 
over whether the practical solu- 
tion justified the method. And 
judgment of this early prototype 
moderate is as difficult as judg- 
ment of later models. 





‘Pilate continued as governor 
of Judea.” 

DOT’s attitude toward John- 
son’s favorite son candidacy will 
undoubtedly dominate the pri- 
vate, if not the public discussions 
of the meeting. Yarborough has 
declined to endorse any of the 
candidates on grounds that six 
of his U. S. Senate colleagues are 
candidates and it would not be 
wise for him to alienate any of 
them. Mrs. R. D. Randolph, Dem- 
ocratic committeewoman for 
Texas and DOT chairman, has 
said more than once that she 
agrees with Johnson he is not a 
candidate, and that it is danger- 
ous for a man with a heart con- 
dition to be elected president. 
At the same time, DOT has never 
been openly anti-Johnson; and 
one issue for the May 23 meeting 
will be what stance should now 
be taken. The Observer heard 
discussion in Austin this week, 
based on the assumption the sec- 
ond sequence of conventions are 
to be abolished by H. B. 158, that 
an all-out fight should be made 
to prevent Johnson from control- 
ling the delegations to the May 
convention. 


Sam Wood Recalled 


There is concession in the 
newsletter that DOT has “taken 
some punishment in the infight- 
ing” since the last state conven- 
tion, but loyal Democrats are 
asked to come along for “a plan- 
ning session for action in 1960.” 

“The fate of Texas—and also 
the nation—is at stake,” it is said, 
“for events in Texas will also be 
critical for the nation in 1960. 
Governor Daniel participated in 
the subversion of the Democratic 
Party in 1952 and contributed to 





its paralysis in 1956. A little 
‘moderation’ might tempt him in 
1960.” 


The Sam Wood story on DOT, 
and the Ross Woodall variation 
in the Huntsville Item, are re- 
called, as are Yarborough’s vic- 
tories in the home counties of the 
newspapers which ran the stories 
—Austin, Huntsville, San An- 
tonio, Lubbock, and Amarillo. 


Before the September, 1958, 
convention, it is remarked, John- 
son and Rayburn “were repre- 


sented as having ‘seen the light’ 
or at least ‘felt the heat’” and 
favoring the election of state 
party committee members’ by 


senatorial district caucuses. After 
“a fake contest’? removed Judge 
Jim Sewell of Corsicana and 
Mrs. Jud Collier, of Mumford, 
from the state committee, and 
Gov. Daniel’s leaders, at his in- 
stance, also removed Bernard 
Lifshutz of San Antonio and Dr. 
Chloe Armstrong of Waco, the 
letter continues, Johnson said he 


was “surprised and sorry” and 
Rayburn “surprised and deeply 
regretful” that caucus nominees 


had not been honored. 


“In September, 1956,” it is said, 
“Daniel did the same thing with 
Rayburn’s and Johnson's bless- 
ing. But this time there was a 
tone of rebuke: ‘Price, thou shalt 


not steal—without permission’.” 
Sen. Yarborough will be the 
DOT banquet speaker; former | 


U. S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Charles Brannan, Bexar County 
Cmsr. Albert Pena, and Houston 


attorney J. Edwin Smith will be | 


among speakers at the meeting. 
“Several hundred battle scarred 
veterans” are expected, said the 
mail-out. 





An Aftermath That Bubbles 
and Bubbles and Bubbles 


AUSTIN 
As widespread editorial re- 
action to the Johnson for Pres- 
ident bills continued to fill col- 
umns in the state press, the at- 
tack of Texas liberals on the 
Majority Leader mounted in the 
aftermath of repassage of the 
doctored up election bill. Rep. 
Bill Kilgarlin, Houston, reprinted 
300 copies each of the Dallas 
News account of the House de- 
bates entitled “Election Bill 
Voted; Liberals Rap Johnson” 
and the Observer editorial com- 
ment on the same debate, “When 
a Man Depends On Fear For 
Friends” and dispatched the lot 
to (1) every liberal Democratic 
Governor, (2) Every liberal 
Democratic Senator, (3) liberal 
Democratic Representatives, (4) 
Members of the Democratic 
National Committee and (5) cer- 
tain members of the Capitol press. 
Somewhat more obliquely, Sen. 
Ralph Yarborough, addressing a 
Truman Birthday audience in 
Houston laid down requirements 
for presidential hopefuls: “must 
have the mental and physical 
vigor...must understand the 
great difference between com- 
promise and surrender...only to 
a man of unwavering Democratic 
philosophy can we entrust the 
reins of leadership to carry out 
our national program.” 


‘Too Much Pressure’ 


Reporter Bob Hollingsworth in 
the Dallas Times-Herald said it is 
now a “foregone conclusion” that 
Johnson will go to Los Angeles 
as Texas’s favorite son  candi- 
date, “barring an unexpected in- 
crease in liberal strength.” 

Rep. W. W. Glass, writing a 
“legislative letter’ in the Jack- 
sonville Daily Progress, said that 
there was “too much presure” 


for the Johnson bill. “The lob- 
byists working to get this bill 
argued that it would help John- 
son...and Johnson has_ been 
here himself working with these 
lobbyists helping to secure pass- 
age. Few people realize how 
much this bill is going to affect 
the politics of Texas. It will give 
the man already intrenched in a 
big office, with plenty of money 
to spend for television time and 
public relations work, an undue 
advantage. And you may be sure 
that Lyndon Johnson has all of 
these advantages...needless to 
say, I have opposed bitterly this 
measure,” Glass wrote. 


Too Many Agents 


Editor Elton Miller 
Dallas White Rocker, 
possible presidential candidates, 
denounced Johnson for “gather- 
ing around him the most formi- 
dable array of press agents and 
advisors that any man ever had 
outside a president of the United 
States.” Miller had praise for 
Stevenson: “He carried the ball 
for us when such men as Sen- 
ator Johnson were holding back 
on the reins, trying to keep the 
horses from leaving the pad- 
dock.” 


of the 
surveying 


San Antonio Light’s Don Po- 
litico, noting that conservatives 
had long: pushed the election 
change “on the theory the May 
primary is far more likely to 
find the heavy campaign con- 
tributor available to tap and the 
conservative voter at home in- 
stead of on a trip to Europe,” 
concluded the bill actually has 
much more complicated conse- 
quences. The “100,000 forgotten 
Texans...who leave home be- 
tween April 25 and May 15 to hit 





the crop harvest trail” will now 





; be able to vote, the paper said. 


“The reason they are forgotten 
in Austin is simply because they 
don’t vote, and of the six bills 
introduced at the behest of the 
council on migrant labor, not a 
ene has emerged from the legis- 
lative mill this season. Experts 
in the field figure that at least 
half of the 100,000 could be in- 
duced to pay their poll taxes,” 
the Light said. 


Which Lever? 


Dallas Republican chairman 
Maurice L. Carlson called the 
bill “monkey business’ and com- 
plained that local GOP candi- 
dates must file before knowing 
who the Democratic presidential 
nominee is. “If, for instance, 
Adlai Stevenson is the Demo- 
cratic nominee in 1960, many 
Republicans might want to run, 
knowing that many people will 
pull a straight Republican lever. 
But if Lyndon Johnson should be 
the nominee, Republicans would 
be very reluctant to make races 
because most of the votes would 
undoubtedly be Democratic,” he 
said. 

Houston Post columist Bill 
Gardner noted as “significant” 
the fact Daniel invited Sen. Gon- 
zalez to lunch at the executive 
manison after Gonzalez staged 
his filibuster against the Johnson 
bill. Said Gardner: “It was only 
a few hours after this luncheon 
conference with the man who 
ran against him last summer that 
Gov. Daniel announced he was 
not satisfied with HB 158, and 
would not sign it unless it was 
revised to meet his objections. 
Some of his objections were the 
same as those voiced by the lib- 
erals on the floor.” 

Lubbock Avalanche editorial- 
ized the bill will obviously help 





























AUSTIN {Moore said. “Actually, his en- 
Brandishing a copy of a | dorsement of a bill is a kiss of 
forthcoming business meet-| 2¢ath If Weatherred and his 
ing on special session tax | group is fighting for a sales tax, 
strategy, Senator Bill Moore I’m going to fight a sales tax. He 
rose on personal privilege to just wants to usurp and suck the 
blast industry lobbyist Pres- blood out of businessmen under 
ton Weatherred on the clos-| the guise he’s going to produce a 
ing day of the regular ses-| S#¢s tax.” 
sion. His extemporaneous | After his speech, Moore told 
address, punctuated with the Observer ‘“Weatherred has 
crisp, descriptive adjectives,| SU" solicited money to come 
drew replies from Senators | ¢°¥" here and influence legisla- 
Parkhouse and Aikin | tion. If Governor Daniel wants to 
Moore quoted the I contro] the lobby, he ought to 
per’s reference yntrol people like that. 
nessman conference Parkhouse defended Weather- 
general retail sale red as “a very fine man with an 
letter from Weatherred enviable war record, particularly 
iness clients and the first World War when he 
Senator from Brvar as decorated on the field of bat- 
loose: “The State Ba tle.’ Parkhouse said Weatherred 
investigate this man ar does not solicit funds but is “em- 
to be disbarred. He ployed by people who pay him to 
perpetrate another end out letters to business. I am 
businessmen of this t going to stand here and see 
the guise of influencing legisla- | ™!™ ridiculed on the floor of the 
tion.” Noting that We Senate.” 
letter, as quoted ‘How did he get his law li- 
was addressed to cense?” said Moore, “I'm not 
ested parties,” Mooré questioning his military career.” 
terpret that to mear Aikin said Weatherred was a 
suckers who want high class gentleman” and a 
to Weatherred. If w gentleman of the first order.” 
reestablish in the Moore said, “I don’t think he’: 
| people the respect ,; a gentleman.” 
| lature to which it i we That ended official Senatorial 
are going to have discussion of lobbyists for this 
. such as Preston W j session L.G 
TMA’S UNEMPLOYMENT 
AUSTIN , making the bill ‘worse than no 
The Texas Manufacturers’ Assn.| bill. at all.” The bill’s labor-op- 
backed change in unemployment| posed sections: specifying that 
compensation rates 1ed | students who held second and 
down by the House eek | third shift jobs would be in- 
when enough liberal opposition to| eligible for benefits when laid 
the bill developed to prevent the| off work if they declined to ac- 
necessary two-thirds majority to| cept first shift jobs because of 
bring it up for consideration. The} conflicts with classes; defining 
vote was 77-44 in fa‘ f 1-| unemployment pay for persons 
sidering it. over 65 in such a way as to ex- 
Rep. Will Ehrle f Childress} clude them from unemployment 
said, “Mr. Eckhardt, M Johns-| benefits; and instituting a one- 
ton, and Mr. Kennard oppose this} week waiting period before un- 
bill. If they want to kill it, I want| employed workers would be 
the responsibility squarely on the| eligible to file for benefits. Ef- 
back of the AFL-CIO for killin g|forts to work out a compromise 
a bill to help the i} resulted in a deadlock. 
worker.” Rep. Don Kennard said he was 
Ehrle refused “glad to see Mr. Ehrle’s heart 
Rep. Bob Eckhardt beat so profusely for the poor un- 
the gentleman not é ven| employed workers of the state 
though he has used | But this bill takes the first week’s 
connection with compensation away and it knocks 
The measure would } out anybody over 65 from receiv- 
weekly unemployment checks| ing unemployment benefits. We 
from $28 to $35. T 1-| have some amendments, but 
tained three additior Ehrle and Mr. (Jim) Yancy of the 
which Houston Clintor .FL-CIO | Texas Manufacturers’ Assn. won't 
general council, even sit down and talk to us.” 
Johnson, “But the c o|and their schemes ... get out of 
what? Senator Johnso! , na-|the middle of the road and 
tive son of whom most Texans|side in with the people of this 
are-proud ... Why r t a| world who are striving for a bet- 
trial, let Senator Johnson get the|ter standard of living, the starv- 
benefit of the then|ing, the victims of dictatorships, 
change back again 1't | the revolutionaries, not to forget 
work out? Almost e | the rank and file in this country.” 
would do as much f 1 native | 
son.” BULLETIN 
m - Sammy Holmes, 20-year-old 
Beuntes ewes = ... | Austin Negro, was convicted of 
Fullingun, an ole cnet | raping and brutally beating a 56- 
fired off his mee ae year-old white woman. He was 
to date in the dir 1 OF ME! sentenced to the electric chair 
Majority Leader =n Holmes did not take the stand 
ter to Johnson, Fulingim wrote: | 1 ut appeared before the judge to 
“There are a lot | repudiate his confession. He al- 
Democrats who ae ii | leged that police forced him to 
the ground you walked agai a sign, an allegation flatly denied 
side FDR, but wm : by a police witness—second such 
when they think of you *<" | incident relating to the Eckhardt 
membering how you played Into) © ieocsion Bill which failed 
the bends of Jake Pickle nis - pass the legislature. (See editor- 
If you are going ce 19) ial, “A Good Job,” page 4). 
with anybody in Texas, side in 
with Democrats, not Republicans THE TEXAS OBSERVER 
like Jake Pickle and A. Shivers Page 3 May 16, 1959 











Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art—JEFFERSON 





Adolphus by , 


Let us pause for a glance at the 
unpleasant truth about the state tax 
situation. 

Governor Daniel and the liberals 
do not yet have the votes to pass a 
tax bill. Speaker Carr, Rep. Burkett, 
and the reactionaries do not, either. 
There is a middle group who are now 
waiting for a firm compromise they 
can vote for. 

The Texas Senate will sabotage 
every constructive effort from the 
House until the House sends over a 
tax bill with which the representa- 
tives can face the people. Then the 
Senate will cave in, because the sen- 
ators have to run for re-election, too. 

But the lobby has marked the first 
special session as the “Kill the Daniel 
Program Session.”” They are going 
all out for social irresponsibility. 
They are going to try to kill off the 
natural gas tax increase, the fran- 
chise tax increase, the bill to reclaim 
abandoned accounts that belong to the 
state, and even the book-keeping bill. 
Their attitude essentially is “The pub- 
lic and the state be damned.” 


They hope to come back in a second 
special session and pass their stink- 
ing sales tax. 


They are even threatening that if 
they do not get what they want they 
will produce four-fifths of both the 
House and Senate in favor of two 
years of deficit spending! 


Let us be clear headed about where 
lies the blame for this mess. Gov- 
vernor Daniel's moderates have been 
open for reasonable compromise at 
all times. The most idealistic of the 
liberals are prepared to accept a few 
selective sales taxes in trade for taxes 
on business. It is recognized among 
Governor Daniel's moderates that no 
one can get everything; that each 
must give a little. 


A Good Sob 


The Observer presumes to com- 
mend the Jacksonville Daily Progress 
for its initiative, courage, care, and 
restraint in exposing and then follow- 
ing through on the beating of a Negro 
prisoner by two police officers in the 
Jacksonville jail. Evidently they were 
trying to force him to confess to a 
theft. But for the Daily Progress’s 
work on the case, the practices in 
question might have continued in- 
definitely —as, for all anybody 
knows, they had been going on sec- 
retly until they were discovered. We 
have carefully traced the paper’s 
work on the case in a story on page 
seven so that other East Texas dailies 
might emulate this excellent example 
and we all might have some renewal 
of confidence in the persistence of 
decency and fairness even in the East 
Texas context. 

The case raises the question of 
why the Texas legislature, in this age, 
failed to enact Rep. Eckhardt’s bill 
to exclude from trials confessions 
obtained under any circumstances ex- 
cept examination by a judge. Have 
we so abandoned our faith in the 
innocence of a man until he is con- 
victed that we and our representa- 
tives approve beating him until he 
falls on his bloody face and signs 
the confession thrown at him? 


But the big lobby—the giant cor- 
porations, the arrogant lobbyists, as 
Daniel has angrily said—are against 
any such compromise. 

They want a general sales tax and 
they're determined to get it if they 
have to gut every Texas legislator 
with his people back home. 

Preston Weatherred, writing from 
his “Adolphus Towers” in Dallas, 
sent out a letter to his fat-cat friends 
calling another “‘secret’’ meeting for 
the special session’s opening. 

A general sales tax, he said piously, 
is “inevitable,” and its proponents are 
asking, “Eventually, why not now?” 

These hypocrites of the right— 
these big-money boys who fought off 
a legislative pay raise because they 
wanted the legislators to need their 
slimy favors—these pompous con- 
men for Eastern greed—will do their 
worst to thwart the Texas legislators 
from passing a tax bill which makes 
sense for the people. 


We have confidence that a major- 
ity of the House can put together and 
accept a tax package with taxes on 
natural resources, business, and some 
selective sales. Not a penny in sales 
taxes ought to be included beyond 
those absolutely required to put to- 
gether the majority, for sales taxes 
are consumption taxes on the most 
needy among us. 

By persevering, those House mem- 
bers who want to serve the people of 
their own state instead of the gan- 
grenous corporations of the East are 
going to beat Preston Weatherred, 
Vincent-Elkins in Houston, Phillips 
Oil in New Jersey, and the bankers, 
the gas pipelines, and Andrew Hows- 
ley, all rolled together into one re- 
actionary snowball bound for hell. 

But the fight has just begun and 
nobody ought to think it’s going to 
be easy. 


Whe - tails 7? 


The El Paso Herald-Post rued the 
defeat of the Eckhardt oil tax and 
ripped the legislature for it in this 
editorial, “Texans Are Defeated”: 

“The state legislature defeated the 
bill of Representative Robert Eck- 
hardt of Houston that would have 
levied a graduated tax on crude oil 
production. 

“The bill would have increased the 
tax on the big companies and lowered 
it on the little fellows. 

“Naturally, since the bill favored 
the people of Texas, it was defeated. 
It was not surprising to find that Big 
Oil got 91 of the 138 votes cast. 
There were only 47 votes for the 
people; 1Z didn’t vote.... 

“This vote indicates who controls 
the Texas Legislature. Representa- 
tive Eckhardt said his bill raised the 
taxes of only 17 big firms that pro- 
duce more than half of Texas oil. He 
said there were reductions for 6500 
producers who are Texans. 

“But the 91 representatives voted 
for the 17 big firms, against the 6500 
Texas firms, and against all the 
people of Texas. 

“The net profits of the 17 were 
more than $2 billion last year. The 
tax would have cost $18.6 million. 
A hundred legislators at $10,000 each 
would have cost but $1,000,000.” 





THE TEXAS OBSERVER 
SSF. 10 


Published by Texas Observer Co., Ltd. 


Entered as second-class matter, April 
26, 1937, at the Post Office at Austin, 
Texas. under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


MAY 16, 1959 


Ronnie Dugger 
Editor and General Manager 
Larry Goodwyn, Associate Editor 


Sarah Payne, Office Manager 
Published once a week from Austin, 
Texas. Delivered postage prepaid $4 per 


annum, Advertising rates available on re- 
quest. Extra copies 10c each. Quantity 
peices available on orders. 





EDITORIAL and BUSINESS OFFICE: 
504 West 24th St., Austin, Texas. Phone 
GReenwood 17-0746. 

HOUSTON OFFICE: 1010 Dennis, Mrs. 


R. D. Randolph. 

We will serve no group or party but 
will hew hard to the truth as we find it and 
the right as we see it. We are dedicated 
to the whole truth, to human values 
above all interests, to the rights of man 
as the foundation of democracy; we will 
take orders from none but our own 
conscience, and never will we overlook 
or misrepresent the truth to serve the 
interests of the powerful or cater to the 
ignoble in the human spirit 





Delucement 


New York City 

From little hen-clucking noises 
sometimes come cataclysmic changes. 
Who can say that we may not mark 
a milestone in the return to political 
decency at the point where La Luce 
got off the bus to Brazil? We who 
heard aghast the implications of her 
address to the 1944 Republican con- 
vention could not then foresee its 
full fruition in McCarthyism; the 
numbers racket of Secy. Brownell; 
Cohn and Shine; the lying composite 
picture of Sen. Tydings and Earl 
Browder; the cry of treason against 
all Democrats; and the resulting in- 
tellectual and moral exhaustion of 
the present Eisenhower administra- 
tion. She called President Roosevelt 
a liar, and—one shudders yet—sug- 
gested that if the G. I. Joes he had 
sent to their deaths could vote, he 
would not be elected—that it was for 
them she spoke. A war-strained coun- 
try was caught with its morals down 
in that year; abuse of the president 
had become commonplace. The cry 
that a president had lied the country 
into war was not resented, and a 
desperate and degenerate political 
party, seeing it get by, cut loose with 
both barrels. Dean Acheson became 
the Red Dean; troops had been sold 
out in Korea; Chiang had been leash- 
ed—"I hold here in my hand a list—I 
say, I hold in my hand here a list of 
87 (of what little moment is the exact 
number now) known communists 
who are presently working in the 
State Department.” 

The evil days had come upon us, 
and their effects are far from gone 
today. The circumstance that the first 
charge of bad faith or lack of honor 
in the matter of the country’s safety 
officially charged against the national 
administration came from a lovely of 
the American stage seems to have 
deadened the sensibilities of the 


people to the enormity of her charge. 
She was so prim, so beautiful—but 
none added: and so deadly. 

There is a tinge of poetic justice 
in the fact that her personal slanders 
of 1959 against Sen. Morse did her 
in, when she said far less against him 
than she had against the wartime 
president. 


Whatever [reudian origin may 
have been behind the metaphor of 
the syrupy tongued FE. McKinley 
Dirksen as he implored the Senate 
not to thrash out old straw, or beat 
an old bag of bones, his plea should 
have been rejected. There was a 
comic opera flavor to the examina- 
tion of Mrs. Luce’s qualifications by 
such boo-boos, but under it all lay 
the crucial issue, whether those who 
set in motion the persecutions of the 
late forties and entire fifties should 
be acquitted with the “tut tut” of 
letting bygones be bygones—and re- 
warded with high honors from the 
White House. Are we to forget the 
odd little fellow who was Attorney 
General under Ike, and his Chicago 
charge that Mr. Truman harbored 
communists in his administration; the 
Vice President, who said the Demo- 
cratic Party was one of treason; and 
the whole foul mouthed retinue that 
brought the present Administration 
upon us? If we are, we have failed in 
our responsibility to future politicians 
who might consider promotions an 
approval of the technique of the Big 
Lie, and a guide for future tactics. 


No, it’s a pity Clare’s slip is show- 
ing, but it fell so far down in 1944 
that she could not pull it up. May her 
embarassment not be in vain, and may 
we have more Democrats in the Sen- 
ate with the strength of purpose to 
bring the rest of the slanderers to 
bay. 

FRANKLIN JONES 





Star-Telegram on LBJ 


(We hope it won’t shake up our 
readers, but we wish approvingly to 
reprint this editorial from the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram.—Ed. ) 


Extremely Dubious 


The aid-to-Lyndon Johnson bill 
passed by the Legislature, setting for- 
ward the dates of the Texas pri- 
maries by eleven weeks, strikes us as 
extremely dubious legislation enacted 










by extremely dubious means. 

Partly it was passed to help clear 
the road for Senator Johnson in 
whatever drive he may choose to 
make for the presidency. Partly it 
was designed to give advantage to 
the conservative element in its fight 
for control of the Democratic party 
machinery in Texas. Though few 
would object to furthering a native 
son candidacy for the Democratic 
nomination, legislation which brings 
about a drastic change in the state’s 
election procedure seems questionably 
necessary to that purpose. And unless 
it represents a needed improvement 
in the election process in Texas— 


Wally, 


which scarcely can be proved—such 
a change should not be made to serve 
the interests of any political faction. 


The rush act by which the bill was 
passed, and the log- rolling which 
made it possible, raise other questions 
about the Senate action which sent 
the measure to the Governor with 
final legislative approval. Public 
hearings were dispensed with and a 
“quickie” committee session speeded 
the bill to the Senate floor for a vote. 
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And in the vote-trading which made 
this possible, two other measures 
were given approval by the Senate 
without more than cursory consider- 
ation of their merits. These were a 
proposed aid-to-veterans resolution 
and a bill which would weaken the 
vaccination requirements for school 
children. 

Permanent legislation giving a vio- 
lent wrench to established practices 
in Texas can be justified only if the 
change provably is in the public in- 
terest. No convincing evidence of this 
has been offered in connection with 
the juggling of primary dates. 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
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SNAFU: THE LUBRICANT THAT FAILED 


AUSTIN 

The thread-bare Lyndon Johnson 
presidential carpet that is House Bill 
158, thought to be satisfactorily re- 
stitched to accomodate the governor, 
may have to go back to the legislative 
shop for yet another patching, there 
to run once again the gauntlet of clo- 
mestic liberal oratory that each trip 
around achieves wider and wider na- 
tional circulation. The laughable, 
ironic point: had most of these same 
objections been heeded, Lyndon’s 
much-caressed H. I’. 158 could have 
made the grade with perhaps but one 
exposure to embarrassing headlines. 

As it is, the words the liberals ut- 
tered futilely in the Texas House and 
Senate now take on added meaning. 
Items: 


Henry Gonzalez, in the Senate on 
H.B. 158’s first trip: “I tell you this 
bill has technical imperfections; it is 
being considered with intemperate, 
passionate haste instead of sober re- 
flection. It will change the pattern of 
accepted custom and settled tradition 
that has been woven into the fabric of 
our electoral process for over 50 
years and it will do so unread and un- 
seen by the members of this Senate 
because the bill has not even been 
printed. When a person is not willing 
to offer a bill in the free debate of 
ideas, it raises many doubts in my 
mind which are ... confirmed by the 
bill itself, a result of frenetic haste on 
the part of some lackeys to please 
somebody else ... None of you have 
seen the bill, none of you have read 
the bill, and I say to you it has or- 
ganic procedural defects that are in 
open conflict with the present election 
code. To those who seek to palm this 
bill off as a bill to help Lyndon John- 
son, I say you cannot disturb settled 
custom, habit, tradition, and law 
willy-nilly without reaping the conse- 
quences of your hasty and intemper- 
ate action. You will belatedly discover 
you have become hated objects of de- 
rision.” 

Bob Eckhardt, in the House on H. 
B. 158’s second trip: “I say the bill in 
its altered form will still plague the 


Senator more than it will help him 
and will allow his enemies to tie an- 
other albatross around his neck along 
with several other rather dessicated 
albatrosses that are now just skin and 
bones and feathers and don’t smell 
any more ... In addition to a minor 
change with respect to dates, the Sen- 
ate, acting in utmost haste, struck all 
of Section 11, thus removing the only 
section that could have made a clari- 
fying improvement in the present law. 
... There are many other errors, dis- 
parities and evils in the bill, which 
Governor Daniel did not point out ... 
3ecause of the great pressure from 
Washington and the blind political 
partisanry that it has evoked, this bill 
has never received the consideration 
in the House that it deserves and it 
has never really been subjected to 
consideration by any Senate commit- 
tee.” 

So now, withered and maligned, H. 


B. 158 has made two hurried pa 
through the legislature, been signe 
into law by the Governor—and it 
isn’t right yet: in the flurry of 
changes, the law now calls for tl! 
June convention planning committe: 
to meet four days after the conver 
tion for which it is to plan. 

How ludicrous! Is the stat 
vention now to wallow idly thre 
four days of illegitimacy until 
SDEC can officially meet and clar 
the convention rolls so the busines 
selection of presidential delegate 
may at last begin? Are convent 
delegates from the remotest c 
of the state to gather and memoria 
96 hours of their time to the | 
which Lyndon put under his TT: 
errand-boys, a breath of fire so 
ently galvanizing they couldn’t pa 
to read the bill they were carryi: 
Is this Lubricating Lyndon, the 
greaser of parliamentary machine: 


] 





“Our Leadership Is Dead” 


WASHINGTON 

Any man who would insist that 
every member of his own family have 
the same initials as father—Lady Bird 
Johnson, Lynda Bird Johnson, Lucy 
Baines Johnson, and Little Beagle 
Johnson (puppy) — would certainly 
think that he was qualified to be the 
President of the United States. 

If he can get away with such a 
display of egotism at home, he can 
get away with it anywhere. 

So those Northern Democrats who 
insist that Lyndon B. Johnson is no 
more likely to become a candidate 
for President than Sen. Richard Rus- 
sell of Georgia, or Eugene Talmage 
of the same state had better take a 
new look at the man from Texas. 

Even though there are many ob- 
servers still inclined to laugh off 
Lyndon, he is taking his own possible 
choice as Democratic nomination with 
the utmost seriousness. Even if he 
should not emerge as the candidate 
this time, Johnson will certainly be 
an important force at the 1960 Los 


Angeles convention. Apparently 1 
will be no Estes Kefauver this 
to stop him. 

In light of the situation that 
to be developing, it is likely that 
Northern Democrats, no m 
which candidate they favor, 
eventually become more watchful 
the Johnson record than they 
up to now. From the liberal 
point, that record is not terribl; 
pressive; in fact it often seems 
no record at all. 

Recently, Rep. Carl Vinson 
Ga.), himself a conservative De: 
crat, was reported to have told as 
ates: “We have no program 
policy. Our leadership is dead.” 
was not meant for the public t 
but somehow the story did get 

Johnson and House Speaker | 
burn undoubtedly were disturbed 
this characterization of their lac 
stgnificant activity. Vinson proba! 
did overstate his case; the big | 
are not dead, just resting. 

Ropert G. SI 





AUSTIN 

Who owns the beaches? Who has 
a right to walk along them; camp 
there; fish or swim; lie in the sand? 
Who has a right to the oil under- 
neath them? The people, the oil com- 
panies, the landowners, and the state 
are now converging into a_ locked 
climactic fight to decide. 

Governor Price Daniel told his 
press conference Saturday, “If there 
is legislation that would be helpful 
toward keeping our public beaches 
along the Gulf and prevent fencing 
of our beaches, I will submit it to the 
special session.” He has promised to 
wage a “second tidelands battle” if 
necessary. He said he had talked to 
Rep. Bob Eckhardt, Houston, about 
“the general theory he had in mind.” 
The legislature thus may be called on 
to take steps, if any can be taken, to 
circumvent the Texas Supreme 
Court’s refusal last week to recon- 
sider the 1958 decisions by ex-Justice 
W. St. John Garwood, which held 
that the landowners along the Gulf 
own the beaches down to “the mean 
of the higher high tides.” 

These decisions mean that the land- 
owners can fence their parts of the 
beach, barring the people from using 
them, unless, as Asst. Atty. General 
Arthur Sandlin has said, they wade 
or boat their way around the fences. 


Rep. Eckhardt has observed that 
in the 1958 Luttes case, the Supreme 
Court was not actually called on to 
rule on the question of the dividing 
line between private and public prop- 
erty along the beaches. Justice Gar- 
wood chose to use the case—a dis- 
pute over ownership of some mud 
flats in Laguna Madre—as an occa- 
sion to rule that the beach does not 
end at the vegetation line, as has been 
assumed, but at the high tide line. 


xing cloakrooms with compromise 
this the oily legend we read 
out? Or is the new, even hungrier 
Lyndon now so terrified by 50 Texas 
House liberals he has lost the poise he 
earned to exercise so deftly on Sen- 
Democrats in Washington ? 
Vhatever the speculations concern- 
L.yndon’s personal compromise 
| its debilitating effect on his force 
leader, there are soberer, more 
ing implications of his garbled 
as fling. For if it is true a man’s 
acter stands most clearly re- 
ed in time of personal crisis, then 
lon’s heedless ambition in push- 
election bill regardless of its 
on his party in Texas should 
t even the most complacent to the 
nplications of supporting such a man 
r President. 
ie has premeditatedly assaulted 
- loyal Democrats in his home state 
: they were locked in the peren- 
truggle to reclaim their own 
from disguised Republicans. In 
sting on passage of HB 158 to the 
sion of the very necessary 
endment giving Democrats a voice 
r party commensurate with 
votes for the party’s presiden- 
nominee, the man has shown 
n he has no respect for the ideals 
lergirding the party he wishes to 
1 as’ President. 
‘o such a man, principles are only 
uses to be memorized and cata- 
ed—from right to left—to be par 
| to other politicians—from, right 
in a manner calculated to win 
favor of each in turn. Withor’ 
standing to his left and his right, 
it a Paul Douglas or a Styles 
lges to provide a frame of refer- 
uch a man as Lyndon would be 
iled simply as an intellectual void 
political gadfly flitting before 
hanging wind—an opportunist 
g no ordered response'to his re 
its institutions or its aspira- 





The country could perhaps drift 
ng with such a man as President 
i stable and tranquil era. Today, it 
ld be madness. L.G. 





ho Owns the Beaches? 


Under this ruling some landowners 
have fenced their beach, and at high 
tide people cannot pass without tres- 
passing. 


ECKHARDT fears a test 
on the main question of who owns 
the beaches might result in a decision 
for landowners and thus forever 
close them to the public. Once a prop- 
erty right is settled a legislature can- 
not easily set it aside without raising 
constitutional issues. Eckhardt, who 
has been conferring with the Atty. 
General’s office on the matter, pro- 
poses legislation which would not 
deny landowner’s title to beaches but 
would codify a public easement to 
them by virtue of long public usage. 
A landowner could still litigate 
against public use of his beach, but 
he would have to establish that the 
public had not in fact been using it, 
which might be difficult to do. 

Rep. Joe Ed Winfree, who joined 
Eckhardt and Daniel in a conference 
after the Supreme Court refused to 
reconsider its 1958 holdings, said that 
he thinks the easement solution is 
sound. Winfree also said Daniel be- 
lieves the solution is “a very fine 
idea” and “was very much impressed 
with the idea ot submitting the sub- 
ject to the special session.” 


“The Governor seemed favorably 
inclined toward my bill and indicated 
he will give his full cooperation in 
working out a_ solution,” Eckhardt 
said. 

After the conference, Eckhardt 
wrote Daniel saying that the decision 
encourages, if it does not allow, land- 
owners to fence off access to the sea- 
shore. “Barriers on formerly open 
beaches are already being erected, 
and this decision will encourage fur- 
ther fencing of the beaches,” he said. 


“The longer this practice continu 
the more the right to public 
...is endangered.” 

Atty. Gen. Will Wilson's 
said, “We are going to stud) 
question of whether the public 
have some type of easement 
beaches because of long usage 
also whether or not the public a 
to beaches can be subject of 
lation.” 


THE COURT'S RULI’ 
in the matter have been the su! 
of a careful series by Cliff Black! 
in the Houston Post. Editoriall, 
newspaper called on Goy. Daniel 
act through the legislature to sav: 
beaches for the people. If somet! 
is not done to overcome the decis 
the Post said, many public 
will be closed to the public forever 

The old Spanish law says that 
vate property begins and the | 
ends where the highest waves 
whether in winter or summer. Bet 
the Garwood decisions this has 
construed to mean the line of 
tation. But Garwood ruled first 
the mean high tide in June, 
in December, 1958, he said he had 
tended to rule for “the mean of 
higher high tides,” but the distinct 
is not substantial. 

Appealing, Atty. Gen. Wilson 
his lawyers have argued: 

“In the great sweep of the 
lands, embracing as they do vast 
both seaward and landward 
seashore, the comparatively mit 
area that is the beach can mean \ 
little to the two oil companies 
have fought so valiantly and ably 
this case. 

“On the other hand, to the 447,000 
salt water fishermen in Texas, to thi 
multiplied thousands of hunters 


ks and other water fowl in the 
istal area, to the hundreds of thou- 

is of bathers, tourists, campers, 

tioners, and picnickers, the mat- 
of the utmost importance.” 

It is easy to imagine ,what will 
ppen if the coastal landowners 
nce off their beach front,” the 
ite also argued. “The public will 

effectively deprived of use of the 

eaches.” Blackburn reported that the 

e’s attorney in the matter, J. 

ir Sandlin, thinks he has an ace 
the hole: an order by Ferdinand 
Spain in 1815 that his sailors 
1 right to the beach to high tide 
60 feet more. The state has es- 
lished beyond reasonable doubt 
it the order did exist and main- 
ins it was not countermanded; but 
has not been found, and the state 
financing searches for it in Texas, 
fexico City, and Spain. Dr. Ramon 
lartinez-Lopez, professor of Ro- 
mance languages at the University of 
Texas, who is searching in Texas, 
uyvs the Spanish despot wrote the 
ler on Sunday, probably by hand, 
1 it may never have been printed. 
REP. ROGER DAILY, of 
uston, who sought unsuccessfully 
persuade the legislature to consent 
the establishment of a national 
at Padre Island during the reg- 
- session, said the Supreme Court 
sion may do away with all public 
iches in Texas. 


If the Supreme Court decision 
tands, then the only hope for saving 
Padre Island for the public will be 

national park. In any case all the 
resources of the state should be pitted 
against the Luttes opinions. If the 
people do not have a right to the 
beaches, Texas will be that much less 
worth living in. R. D. 














Nudists, Atheists, Newsboys Escape 518 Bill Deluge 


Ramsey, and Tunnell were the 


AUSTIN | under the Highway Dept. rather 

As a weary House reading; than the Game Dept. Sens. Moore 
clerk droned the words of Price| and Parkhouse engaged in a 
Daniel's unusual last-day mess- | heated exchange, touched off by 
age to lawmakers, time ran out| Moore’s disclaimer “I’m not con- 





on the 56th legislature’s regular} cerned about the Senator from 
session at 6 p. m. Tuesday, leav-| Dallas's feud with the Highway 
ng unpassed and substantially| Dept. on advertising billboards | 


unlamented pending bills to out-| on interstate highways.” “I deep- | 
law nudists, require professors} ly resent the remarks of the Sen- 
to proclaim belief in a supreme/| ator,” rejoined adman Parkhouse. 





being, install a one year compul- |“~ never hit below the belt.” 
sory college course in Texas his-| “Ooooh, Mr. President,” Moore 
tory and remove newsboys|} laughed, “point of order on that.” 
m workmen's compensation | After the House agreed 64-45 to 
— Subsequently, Moore and Park- 
With the Senate standing lei-| house tangled again when Moore 
urely at ease throughout most | rose on personal privilege to de- 
of the last afternoon, House} nounce lobbyist Preston Weather- 
nembers amates everything in| red. (see story, page 3) 
sight in a ceessful effort to The feud in the House which 
avoid a fine test vote on the/| flared between Reps. Bates and 


clerks | Dungan over the nudist hearings 
was renewed in debate over Dun- 
contested milk im- 


anti - nudist bill. 


ed «through 


Reading 
a 30 page re-| 


plodded 


port of the House Interim Gen-| gan’s hotly 

eral Investigation Pigg ommit ittee and | portation bill. “I don’t have time 
that was followed with Daniel’s| to explain the bill,” said Dungan 
message seats restricted the|in an effort to get the House to 
upcoming special session, for the | suspend the rules to consider the 


to considera-| Measure, “It just regulates the 


time being at least, 
tion of three areas of legislation—|importation of milk into the 
defraying the deficit, passing a | state. 


general appropriations bill for the 
next two years, and matching it 
with a general tax bill. 

Although much pending legis- 
lation was killed by strict session 


Bates replied “They don't want 
to talk about this bill and I can’t 
blame them. This is a trade bar- 





Legislative 


ending rules, the two houses 
passed a flood of bills in the final | 

| 
48 hours including a constitu-/ 


tional amendment setting annual 
legislative salaries at $4800 to be! 


Roundup 





submitted to voters in November, | rier bill to prop up their market 
1960. The Senate vote was 22-7| This is an effort to keep midwest 
with Parkhouse, Dies, Lane, Mof- | milk out of Texas and raise the 
fet. Krueger. Smith and Brad-| price. It is special interest legis- 
shaw dissenting lation, pure and simple.” Dungan 
In all, the legislature consia- | failed by fifteen votes, 1-6, « 
ered 1560 measures, passing 514 getting the necessary two-thirds 
bills and four constitutional | °°: The atheist bill never came 
amendments. Water measures ac- | to fleer debate in the House. 
counted for 84 bills, schools 59, | Big city delegations from, San 
and game and fish law revisions} Antonio, Dallas and Houston got 


67. Of 27 criminal law changes/| into a confused last minute tan- 
recommended by the Texas law/gle over a bill by Rep. Tom 
enforcement commission, the leg- | James of Dallas boosting salaries 
islature enacted three of district attorneys and judges 
The Senate by a vote of 26-1/ in large cit The bill was killed 
and the House, 114-14, passed| by the time factor when it ran in- 
Rep. Malcolm McGregor’'s bill to| to objections from Houston and 
authorize pre-school English in-| San Antonio representatives who 
struction to non-English speaking| wanted to debate the bill. Park- 
students. The bill, setting up a| house, watching on the House 
three-month summertime pro-| floor, blamed the bill’s failure on 
the Hale-Aikin| Speaker Carr. “He should have 
laid it out earlier, instead of a lot 
boat, Of secondary stuff that he put 
safety bill, though revised and/|@head of it,” Parkhouse said. 
reduced in scope, was finally| “This was an important bill and 
passed after absorbing another| there just wasn’t enough time to 
series of amendments in the Sen- | discuss it.” 
ate which cut registration’ fees| Friday last week, before clos- 
on small boats from $5 to $1 and| ing down for the last weekend of 
placed administration of the act! the regular session, the House 


tes 


gram, is one of 
recommendations 


The Parkhouse - Atwell 








The Bion and the Oxen 


In union, there is strength. 

The fable of the Lion and the 
Oxen illustrates this lesson very 
forcibly. As long as the three 
Oxen stayed together, the 
Lion dared not attack. But 
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had a brief debate on San An- 
tonio Rep. Raymond Russell's bill 
to “stop the sale of hip-pocket 
poll taxes,” as he described it. 
Rep. Dean Johnston, Houston, 
said it would prohibit the sale of 
poll taxes except some designated 
particular place, and would be 
“another stumbling block in the 
way of democracy.” 


out that it would prevent the sale 
of poll taxes in union halls, civic 
club meetings, or door to door. 
After the House agreed 64-65 to 
let Russell bring up the bill any 
time, it got caught in the last 
minute rush and failed to pass. 

As the session closed, Speaker 
Waggoner Carr told the House 
they have “already done a great 
deal for Texas in 1959. It is true 
that we have not done all we had 
hoped to do by this good hour, 
but there is always satisfaction in 
having done our best—and in 
having laid strong foundations 
for completing the work that re- 
mains 

The House killed off Sen. Hu- 
bert Hudson's project for the ses- 
sion, a bill establishing a board 
to supervise the investments of 
the state employees’ retirement 
fund, permanent school fund, and 
teachers’ retirement fund. House 
debate was candid about the pos- 
sibilities of corruption in the dis- 
position of these investments. 

Hudson violated a custom by 


lobbying representatives on the 
floor of the House during the 
consideration of his bill. He has 


intensely interested in its 
to protect the funds. 
As is well known behind the 
scenes, a relative of his by mar- 
riage works for a large invest- 
ment firm which favors. the 
measure, and rather than have 
any questions raised, he con- 
sented to the omission of a pro- 
vision that syndicates could 
share in the funds’ investments. 


been 
enactment 


Rep. Frates Seeligson, San An- 
tonio, handled the measure on 
the House side. He said it pro- 
vides “a system of checks and 
balances in the selection of offi- 
cials” for the three funds, re- 
writes the statutes about the in- 


vestments, and creates a_ trust 
department that will “handle” 
the investments. 

Rep. W. N. Woolsey, Corpus 


Christi, asked Seeligson if he be- 
lieved that procedures followed 
by one fund which has invested 
$50 million leaves “a wide avenue 
for investments which would not 
be prudent and wise.” Seeligson 
agreed, naming the fund in ques- 
tion as the teachers’ retirement 
fund. “Absolutely nothing wrong 
has occurred up to the present 


time?” Woolsey asked. “Yes sir, 
that’s right,” Seeligson said. 
The discussion also brought 


out that one man handles both 
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advising and purchasing of the 
stocks and bonds for the teach- 
ers’ fund. 

Rep. Byron Tunnell, Tyler, said 
the bill was being pushed toa 
hastily—he noted Hudson’s pres- 
ence on the floor as Hudson 
passed by him in the well of the 
House—and he said that “I have- 


Rep. Don | n't heard of anybody stealing 
Kennard, Fort Worth, brought | any money.” 


Conservative Reps. 


W. T. Oliver, Steve Burgess, Bo 





“no” signal-givers as the House 
voted to take up the bill, 71-58, 
which was not the required two- 
thirds. Thus is Hudson’s measure 
dead for this session, the victim 
of the 120-day sine die. 

Discarded among the stack of 
House-passed bills that never got 
up for Senate debate: H. J. R. 41, 
limiting House representation of 
big cities. 





TO CURE VENGEFUL THIRST 


“STAR WORMWOOD,” 
tis Bok, Alfred A. Knopf, 
pp., $3.95. 


by Cur- 
228 


BEAUMONT 


This book, if read by enough 
people, could have a weighty in- 
fluence on the _ decision on 
whether Texas should become the 
seventh state in the union to abol- 
ish capital punishment for crime. 
Two bills to abolish such pun- 
ishment were before the regular 
session of the legislature. 


This is not a book filled with 
statistics on comparative crime 
rates or cheap moralizing argu- 
ments; it is a dramatic, flesh-and- 
blood case history, and a most 
unlikely one at that for the au- 
thor’s purpose, it seems at first. 


| 


In “The Crime,” first of the 
book’s three main sections, Au- 
thor-Judge Bok, a member of the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, re 
constructs a most gruesome crime 
committed in the early 1930's in- 
volving rape, murder, and even 
cannibalism. But by the time he 
has finished with his explanation 
of the underlying facts and per- 
sonality factors, one cannot help 
but agree that Roger, the young 
boy convicted of the crime, 
should have been given psychi- 
atric treatment aimed at rehabili- 
tation rather than death in the 
electric chair. The case becomes 
“Exhibit A” for Judge Bok in fa- 
vor of abolishing all such puni- 
tive sentences. Indeed, predicts 
the judge, “The penology of the 
future is treatment, not to fit the 
crime, but to fit the prisoner. 
Someday we will look back upon 
our criminal and penal process 
with the same horrified wonder 
as we now look back upon the 
Spanish Inquisition.” 


I] 


In “The Trial,” second major 
division, the judge shows how 
personal political ambition, cir- 
cumstantial evidence, prejudice 
and cruelty of the community, 
and a basic, underlying thirst for 
vengeance by society in general 
can combine to produce a blood- 
thirsty, vindictive verdict instead 
of proper treatment for the crim- 
inal patient. 

The electrifying description of 





“The Electrocution” and the anx- 
ious, soul-killing moments and 
days in “death row” preceding it 
will startle anyone who has never 
actually witnessed the _ literal 
smoking, sizzling, broiling of a 
human being. This section of the 
book alone is enough to cause one 
to write his legislator in favor of 
the abolition bills. 

One could wish that a more 
provocative and descriptive title 
had been chosen than this one 
based on a quotation from Robert 
Browning's “The Ring and the 
Book” in order that more people 
might be led to read this book. 
It is commonplace to say a book 
is “must” reading; nevertheless, 
every legislator entitled to vote 
on capital punishment bills, every 
trial judge, every prosecuting at- 
torney with power to seek the 
death penalty, every citizen en- 
titled to serve on juries, indeed 
every citizen ultimately respon- 
sible for the laws by which we as 
society take the lives of fellow 
human beings, ought to read this 
hook. 

GUSTON BROWNING 

(The reviewer is pastor of As- 
bury Methodist Church, 2190 East 
Lucas, Beaumont.) 
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CERTIFICATE NO. 16 


This is to certify that 


period ending May 31, 1960. 


STATE BOARD OF INSURANCE 
of the 
STATE OF TEXAS 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


HIGH PLAINS LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
PLAINVIEW, 


has according to sworn statement complied with the laws of 
Texas as conditions precedent to its doing business in this state, 
and I have issued to said Company a Certificate of Authority 
from this office entitling it to do business in this State for the 


Given under my hand and my seal of office at fustin, 
Texas, the date first above written. 
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COMPANY NO. 01-39600 


Austin, Texas, April 30, 1959 
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A Piney Woods Newspaper Exonerates A Negro 


JACKSONVILLE 
A daily newspaper in this 
middle-sized East Texas 
town is written and printed 
in a modern low-built build- 
ing facing the tranquil town 
square. The owner and editor 
is Barnes Broiles, the manag- 
ing editor Dan Bus; both are 
Democrats of the brass collar 
kind. Editorially the Jack- 
sonville Daily Progress has 
been one of the half-dozen 
pro- Yarborough dailies in 
Texas. 


On April 22 an incident occurr- 
ed which tested the paper’s met- 
tle in an area where Negroes are 
kept firmly in their place-in-the- 
South. Less than three weeks 
later two city patrolmen had 
been fired and a Negro truck 
driver they were accused of beat- 
ing in the jail for a confession 
was back in Atlanta, Ga., his 
home town. 


“Probe Uuderway: Was Prison- 
er Here Beaten Up By City 
Police?” Thus did the paper first 
warn it readers on April 23 that 
they might have a civil rights 
case in their laps. The story be- 
gan: 

“Did Elmer Wilson, Atlanta, 
Ga., truck driver, fall down a 
Stairs, or was he beaten by the 
police? 


“An intensive investigation was 
going on Thursday while Wilson 
lay in Nan Travis Memorial Hos- 
pital, critically injured. He was 
taken to the hospital early 
Wednesday morning on orders of 
City Manager Walter Cook when 
he found him groggy, bleeding, 
and bruised after a night in the 
city jail.” 


The Negro had been arrested 
while his truck was being loaded 
at a plant. An employee there 
had called the police, accusing 
the driver of taking a watch from 
a washroom. It was later found 
in some weeds near the plant. 

The two officers, Oris Morrow 
and Angress Brightwell, took 
Wilson to jail. As Morrow’s story 
was recounted, he thought Wilson 
was about to resist, slapped him 
with his open palm, and slapped 
him again, causing him to pull 
his head back striking a concrete 
wall. A few hours later Morrow, 
(his story continued) having 
found a watch in the weeds near 
the truck, removed Wilson from 
his cell, released him and turned 
to lock the cell, whereupon Wil- 
son fell down a flight of con- 
crete steps. Later Wilson “fell in 
a washroom” at the jail. The next 
morning he was in no condition 
to go to court and was taken to 
the hospital. 

“When Wilson was able to talk, 
he told (City Manager Walter) 
Cook that he was beaten in the 
head with a club by Officer Mor- 
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row. He said he did not remem- 
ber falling down the stairs, and 
had not taken a watch,” the story 
said. The police chief, Sam Bol- 
linger, said a charge of misde- 
meanor theft was made against 
Wilson, although the watch was 


not found on him but in the 


weeds near the plant. 


T= STORY aroused much in- 

terest, but not the emotional, 
explosive kind. Somewhat specu- 
latively, the townsfolk discussed 
whether the officers had done it; 
whether the Negro had it “com- 
ing to him’’; whether the paper 
was overplaying it; whether it 
would all be whitewashed. The 
fact that Wilson was an employee 


of a big customer of one of the| 


city’s most important industries 
seemed to bear on the case as 
weightily as the racial aspect, if 


not more so. No one semed in-| 


Le 


clined to stir up “the race angle.” 


The next day the newspaper 
ran a picture showing Wilson, 
photographed on his hospital bed, 
his right ear lacerated. His in- 
juries were not as serious as first 
thought. 


to get him to c 
of a watch from 
the Wynnewood 


It developed 

The story related that the FBI 
had been invited in by the city 
attorney Emerson Stone, JZJr., 
who had taken a recording of an- 
swers to questions by Wilson 
from his hospital bed. “Lie de- 
tector tests are to be offered two 
policemen and other witnesses,” 
the story said. Stone said the FBI 
had been asked to investigate “to 
determine if anybody’s civil 
rights have been denied.” 


reckless driving 
He couldn't pay 


a pulpwood cutt 


sentence when 
main witness in 
As for Wilson's account of the| he signed a 
matter, the second-day story re-| case he was 
ported: 
“He told Stone he was beaten/| the fine 


by the two policemen at one| he was a “good 





would 








Panties, Carnivals, Beatniks, 


x7 The Administration - student 


troubles at Texas Tech, 
smoldering intermittently this 
spring, flared anew this week 


when students rioted in response 
to the formation of a _ faculty 
Emergency Committee of 77 and 
the editor of the school paper 
said he had been told he would 
be expelled if he printed a pic- 
ture of Tech President E. N. 
Jones being hung in effigy. The 
editor, James Hamm, said he did- 
n’t print the picture because he 
suspicioned the incident had been 
a plant designed solely to get 
into the paper and thus wasn’t 
a valid news item. 


Three weeks ago, there was a 
riot. Last week, the administra- 
tion announced the formation of 
the Emergency Comittee of 77 
to provide leadership in event of 
disaster and to control student 
disturbances. Student reaction to 
the Emergency Committee erupt- 
ed into a new riot in which 750 
male students, chanting “To Hell 
with the 77” (some chanted “we 
want panties’) created a ruckus, 
were dispersed by the dean of 
men, reunited a short time later 
when Lubbock fire trucks ar- 
rived in response to a_ false 
alarm, crashed a girl’s dormitory 
after coeds taunted, “come on in, 
chicken,” tossed firecrackers in 
the vicinity of the dean, wan- 
dered around in masks and made 
what the school paper described 
as “cutting remarks” to Emer- 
gency Committee members and— 
finally spent—called it quits 





A NOTE 
The editor left Sunday, May 10, 
for a research trip to Washing- 
ton. Larry Goodwyn is acting 
editor in his absence. 








around 11 p.m. The next day the | nival which is 
student newspaper Toreador edi- city.” 
torially complained that the for- 
mation of the Emergency Com-| Southern said 
mittee “gives the student body | being made 
the impression that they are be- | ter. We'll contin 
ing treated as if they are high | selves to staging 
school, rather grade school stu- | events open 
dents this situation contrib- | ¢veryone and the} 
uted to the near-riot of two | group, will conti: 
weeks ago. The first riot had a | cial events. It 
little merit but the second one | val.” 
|<. Houston's 
the Purple 
back into the 





The Way of Life 


nw wv for fighting, 








was completely uncalled for,” the 
paper concluded. 

Meanwhile Tech students were 
busy passing out “emergency re- 


ing a police 
vey to another 
turned out to be 


San Antonio’s annual Fiesta 
week celebrations was rocked by 
the withdrawal of some of its 
most socially prominent groups— He 
the Order of the Alamo, Texas 
Cavaliers, German Club and Bat- 
tle of Flowers Assn. In resigning, 


ers Convention 


said the nat 
so much, 
|“‘won’t know wil 


our children.” 











by the heroes of the Alamo 
should be financially underwrit- 
ten by the proceeds from a car- 
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time, one in front ar u ther 
behind. He said they 


where he was loadings 


witness in the jail, a Nes had | 


been arrested last N er for| 
‘ 
| 


leased to go earn 
could not get tog 
money, so he was r 


jailed to serve out 
day. He was half wv 


rele 
the paper said, tl 


and Bankers 


five of its custon 


made the mistake 


re : , ; Spivey. 
taliation instructions.” 
. ni s> A. G. McNer 
+ The Fiesta San Jacinto Assn. [7 ot | Sieuaion 
which figures prominently in Seutieest told ti 


that prompt acti 
restore the Amer 


succeedir 


way of life was al 


Mrs. William Spice wrote Asso- permitted 
ciation President Parker South- federaliced text 
ern, “We are not in agreement demmad the 
that events whose aim is to ee encigtists ar 
honor those ideals exemplified 
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|; was a “bad boy,” he would have 
ying | to serve out 25 more days. City 
| judge George Crawford was then 


onfe th theft 


_ | quoted that it was just a coinci- 
i | dence that the main witness was 
| released the same day he signed 
| the statement for the police. The 
| story did not say what the state- 


—_ | ment said. 
OTH THE OFFICERS “are 
perfectly willing” to take the 
e-| lie detector tests, the paper re- 
|ported on April 26. Two days 
er. B till| later Jacksonville people learned 
ett t much|—from a small story—that Wil- 
son had told his story to the FBI 
in Tyler. But April 30, in a three 
line top-of-the-page headline, the 
the | Daily Progress announced: 
“Officers Decide 
Not to Take Lie 
Detector Tests” 


a 


Pr 


and 


The police chief was ‘visibly 
disturbed by the turn of events, 
the story said. On May 2 he sus- 
pended the two officers. The city 
attorney told the city council 
May 5 that the matter was en- 
tirely up the the chief, and Bol- 
linger said the two men were 
permanently fired. 

The Progress account of side- 
lights at this council meeting i 
interesting: 

“Only one spectator, Elton Sad- 
ler, cafe operator, wanted to be 
heard on the subject,” the story 
said. “He praised the police force 
for protecting business and in- 
dividuals. ‘We have a fine police 
department,’ he said, ‘it’s ly 
the black marks by the news- 
at,| paper that started this whole 
ged | thing.’ He urged retention of the 
| police force and a pay raise 

“Police Chief Bollinger 
asked if he had replacements. He 
replied that he did not. The hours 
are five twelve-hour shifts, and 

>| starting pay is $250 per month 

| There were surprised expressions 
|that the pay was so small. 

“Copies of the complete report 

iaent| of the committee will be filed 

the | for public inspection, Stone said 


was 


“Later in the meeting a letter 
was read from Dr. and Mrs 
Floyd Verheyden, asking fullest 
investigation, and assurance that 
those in the custody of police 
receive proper treatment. Prose- 
cution of the police if guilty of 
mistreatment was suggested. The 
letter brought no reaction from 
the council.” 

The Progress observed that 
unless the FBI, which has a re- 
port on the matter, takes action, 
the matter is apparently closed.” 
1959 R. D 
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“BIGFOOT” 








Subscribe to 
The Observer 





Friend and Defender 


Loyalty to his clan brought William 
Alexander Anderson (Bigfoot) Wal- 
lace to Texas, and his loyalty to Texas 
enriched the history of his chosen 
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trong Steck — country. Born in Lexington, Virginia, 
ce in B17, Wallace set out for the South- 
: west in 1836, to avenge the massacre 
GReenwood 2-0545 504 West 24th, Austin of a brother and . eee pie — 
» AUSTIN Later he to is frien . 
mp belish ae Tax! eile (adv.) shah, “Texas John” Duval, that he 
— 2 @e believed the account had been squared 
Wallace was a magnificent physical 
= specimen ..6 feet 2 inches tall in his 
moccasins, 240 pounds of bone, 
Ins: muscle, courage and humor..a mel- 
] 2 M li usanse low and convivial soul except when it 
ver I ion In Force was time to fight Indians, Mexicans or 


outlaws. He loved to sit in the shade 
and tell about such sights as the last 
buffalo run down Austin’s Congress 
Avenue. But Texas history records 
him as a fearless soldier, scout, hunter, 
Ranger throughout the years of the 


nn 


)) TEXAS CHAMPION 


Texas Division, United States 
206 VFW Building, 


Our sincere appreciation to the Hondo Anvil 





S OF F REEDOM (( | 


WALLACE 


of the Young Republic 


Republic and those of the Civil War 
and R truction. For many years 
I as he liked, and re-lived in 
the old days of free ways 
ad... Bigfoot Wallace died 
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ans still demand and get 
o choose the way they 
w live. In this vigorous and 
fre ninded homeland.. “Beer 
Be es” and this is why the United 
Brewers Foundation works con- 
conjunction with brewers, 
alers and retailers, to assure the === 
beer and ale under pleasant, = = 
\ditions. Believing that 
aw enforcement serves the best 
Texans, the Foundation 
stresses close cooperation with the = 
Semed Forces, law enforcement and 
governing officials in its continuing 
Self-Regulation program. 
Brewers Foundation, 
justin, Texas 
Herald for bistorical assistance. 
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On Daniel, Gonzalez, Carr, Two Surprises and an ‘Arrogant Lobbyist’ 


Albert Pena, has enacted a non- 
discrimination clause for all con- 
tracts for county business. It ap- 
plies to employment, promotion, 
layoff, pay, training, and other 
such considerations. 


A line on conservative tax 
strategy for the coming spe- 
cial session: Frates Seeligson of 
San Antonio speculated the spe- 
cial session would deadlock “if 
the Governor submits essentially 
his same tax program.” Seeligson 
said he saw only two _ possible 
solutions: an appropriation bill 
such as passed by the House, 
(whieh he described as “fat’’) fi- 
nanced with a broad-based tax, 
particularly necessary if there 
is to be a teacher pay raise,” or 
a “cut-back” appropriation bill 
similar to the budget submitted 
by the legislative budget board.” 
The latter solution, calling for 
$45 million less than the Govern- 
or’s biennial budget, could be fi- 
nanced, Seeligson said, out of se- 
lective sales taxes. As for nat- 
ural resources taxes 
said he was “not familiar” with 
Eckhardt'’s oil and gas tax plans 
and the Hinson natural gas tax 
was “not feasible” unless it 
clearly specified the producers 
were not to pay the tax. In the 
latter event, Seeligson said, “the 
tax would still produce no rev- 
enue the interstate pipe- 
line companies because they 
would force the state to put the 
escrow while the legal- 
tax was tested in the 
Seeligson's implied 
the needed programs 
schools, juvenile correction, 
mental hospitals and water de- 
velopment would be used as a 
conservative bludgeon in an ef- 
fort to achieve legislative accept- 
ance of a general sales tax. 


from 


money in 
the 
courts 


warning 


ity of 


The San Antonio Express 
and News took up the cud- 
gels in behalf of Daniel's tax pro- 
gtam again: “We think the gen- 
eral plan he has drawn is the 
best offered and, with the Legis- 
lature so hopelessly short of any- 
thing even approaching an ade- 
quate program, would do well to 
give it serious consideration.” 


\ 


The Dallas News editorially 
blessed a proposed legislative 
pay raise with the observation 
“Our legislative servants are 


Seeligson | 


| freeze—caught 


worthy of a better hire.” News 
columnist Lynn Landrum sug- 
gested legislators receive $25,000 
a year, “to be paid in lump sum 
at the end of the year out of the 
surplus in the State Treasury, if 
any, at the end of the year— 
otherwise no pay for that year 
at all.” At week's end, the Times- 


did you vote for that bill for?” 
| Dies: “I don’t see how this bill 
| will help save money if it’s just 
|a question of bookkeeping.” 

Willis: “This will get the legis- 
lature out of a do-nothing ses- 
sion.” 

Lane: “I call for strict enforce- 
ment of the rules.” 





Herald also endorsed @ pay raise. 


Houston Post and Houston | 
Press both called on Daniel | 
to “do everything possible” to| 
keep the beaches open through | 
legislation in the special session. | 
The Press added the Padre Is- | 
land national park bill should | 
| also be resubmitted to the special 
| session. (See “Who Owns the | 
| Beaches,” page 5). 


V 





Henry Gonzalez’s decision to 
|¥ invoke little used Senate | 
rules re-referring a bill out of} 
| committee to the Senate acting as | 
|} a committee the whole—ab- 

uptly bringing the Governor's 
bookkeeping bill out of the deep 
the Senate flat- 
footed. Dorsey Hardeman, pre- 
siding, had assented to Gonzal- 
ez's request to be recognized for 
a motion to re-refer without | 
bothering to check up on what 
bill the San Antonio Senator had 
in mind The motion carried, | 
14-13, but a follow-up effort by 
Gonzalez to convene the Senate 
as a committee of the whole to 
take up the bill was thwarted 
when Hardeman refused to rec- 
ognize Gonzalez for further mo- 
tions. Gonzalez said he had not 
talked to Daniel about his sur- 
prise move. “I waited all session 
for some action on that bill and | 
when nothing happened, I 
thought the Senate ought to have 
the right to vote on it, so I 
moved to bring it up.” Gonzalez | 
said. 


of 


Postmortems: 

Hudson to Hardeman: “That 
will teach you to recognize him.” | 

Hardeman to Phillips: “I did-| 


jn't know what he was going to 
do, I just recognized him for a 
motion.” 


Hardeman to Herring: “What 


Gonzalez: “Mr. President, I 
have motion ...” 

Hardeman: “I'm not recogniz- 
ing you for any more motions, 
Senator.” 

One of Goy. Daniel’s prob- 


¥ tems in the legislature is his 


need of some real friends in the 
Texas Senate. Most of the sena- 
tors are Old Guarders who do 
not like his challenges for more 
business taxes. Senator Herring, 
one of the liberals, has never 
liked Daniel; Sen. Fly, chairman 
of the finance committee, has 
crossed the Governor on the In- 
surance Board and the Insurance 
Commissiomer with a vengeance, 


Political Intelligence 








and seems severely inclined 
toward a sales tax. Sen. Harde- 
man has fought him on the legis- 
lative pay rolls and other mat- 
ters. Sen. Crawford Martin, Hills- 
boro, related to the Governor by 
marriage, has ben a help to him, 


| but perhaps not an all-out help. 


This friendlessness of the Man- 


sion in the Senate was the root | 
| of Daniel’s press barb implying a 


double-cross in the Senate over 
H. B. 158 (he said he had been 
assured his objections would be 
cured over there, but they were 
not). 


/ A big-name Austin lobbyist 
recently called a newspaper- 
man to complain about Gover- 
nor Daniel’s slam in Marshall at 
“arrogant lobbyists.” The ex- 
change: 
“Did you see that silly damn 
speech about arrogant lobby- 
ists?” 





“Yes.” 

“Have you ever seen any arro- 
gant lobbists around Austin?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Name one!” 

“You.” 

The lobbyist cursed the news- 
man and hung up in his ear. 
J Speaker Waggoner Carr and 

Governor Daniel fell out, 

readers will recall, because Carr 
laid out Daniel’s bank bill the 
morning before the tax bill was 
taken up, which most assuredly 
lost the bank bill votes. Daniel 
charged publicly that Carr had 
assured a Daniel aide that only 
the franchise tax and the gen- 
eral tax bill would be laid out 
Monday morning but had broken 
that assurance. Carr has argued 
back that he checked with Mar- 
shall Bell, the main sponsor, and 
Bell wanted to run with it. He 
did not check it with the other 
sponsor, Charles Hughes. How- 
ever, Bell and Hughes have both 
declared they did not know the 
bill was to be laid out for con- 
sideration until they saw it on 
the House calendar that morning. 
Bell then favored taking it up, 
as Carr says, although Hughes 
and Daniel both tried to per- 
suade him to move for a post- 
ponement. Carr's reliance on his 
assent from Bell does not obtain 
as far as Daniel and Hughes are 
concerned. 


Carl Smith, Harris County 
tax assessor-collector, has an- 
nounced plans designed to pro- 


\ 


| hibit the sale of poll taxes at 


union halls, precinct meetings, 
and other places which he has 
not designated. He also wanted 
to require the signature of the 
voter on the poll tax slip, but 
this, he has been advised, would 
violate state law. The Harris 
County Democrats organization 
laid determined plans to cross up 
Smith’s restrictions, which they 
fel would considerably limit 
their poll tax sales. 


v 


Bexar County Commissioners 
Court, on motion of Cmsr. 


Sen. Lyndon Johnson has 

protested to Sen. Ralph Yar- 
borough concerning what John- 
son regards as the anti-Johnson 
activities of Dave Shapiro, who 
works part-time for Yarborough 
(and part-time for State Rep. Bill 
Kilgarlin, Houston). Shapiro fig- 
ured in the passage of the resolu- 
tions censuring Johnson at the 
recent state Young Democratic 
convention. Yarborough stood by 
Shapiro, saying he could not gag 
him. Asked whether the com- 
plaint concerned him, Shapiro 
said, “I deny that. That can’t pos- 
sibly be me, because the report 
said a young liberal, and I’m a 
Democrat, without prefix, suffix, 
or apologies.” 


AFL-CIO, rounding up the 

fate of labor legislation, notes 
that the Krueger bill to deny un- - 
employed workers their first 
week of jobless insurance pay 
failed to get the votes for con- 
sideration in the House; the bill 
for union elections got 61 votes 
in the House to print on minority 
report against 71 noes; the Park- 
house bill to require financial re- 
ports by local unions was 
blocked by failure to get two 
thirds in the Senate; the Hughes 
industrial safety bill was blocked 
when the House committee ap- 
proved a “useless” version; bus 
drivers’ unions were not pre- 
served; but firemen and police- 
men won a reduction in working 
hours in cities over 10,000; and 
the Willis bill redefining “aver- 
age weekly wage” in workmen’s 
comp cases so as to assist in a 
just settlement of claims was 
passed and signed into law. 
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LEGALS 





NOTICE 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that the 
partnership firm of Aero-Charter 
of Houston will be dissolved, and 
notice is also hereby given of the 
intention of said firm to become 
incorporated under the name of 
Aero-Charter of Houston, Inc. 
Witness my hand this 16 day of 
March, 1959. 
AERO-CHARTER OF HOUSTON 
By JAMES R. FISH, 
One of the Partners 


NOTICE 
J. S. Honigblum doing business 
as Nu-Horizon System has incor- 
porated such business, effective 
March 26, 1959, under the name 
Nu-Horizon System, Inc 
J. S. HONIGBLUM 


NOTICE 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that | 


temporary letters of administra- 
tion upon the estate of Katherine 
Stewart, deceased, was granted to 
me, the undersigned, on the 10th 
day of April, 1959, by the County 
Court of Travis County, Texas. 
All persons having claims against 
this estate is hereby required to 
present the same within the time 
prescribed by law. My post office 
address is 1102 
Building, Austin 1, 
Billy G. Stewart, 
Administrator of the Estate of 
Katherine Stewart, Deceased. 


Texas. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Dean Richard Geitner, De- 
fendant, in the hereinafter styled 
and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 

ourt of Travis County, Texas. 
to be held at the Courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday 
after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o'clock A. M. of Monday the 15th 
day of June, 1959, and answer the 

tition of plaintiff in Cause 

umber 113,891, in which Doris 
Richard Geitner is defendant, 





Perry-Brooks 


Temporary | 


filed in said Court onthe 30th day 
'of April, 1959, and the nature of 
| which said suit is as follows: 
| Being an action and prayer for | 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
}and against Defendant for de-| 
| cree dissolving the bonds of ma- | 
|trimony heretofore and now) 
existing between the said parties; | 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
| her of such a nature as to render 
|thier further living together as 
|husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al-| 
leges that no children were born | 
as issue of said marriage, and no| 
| community property was accum-| 
ulated by the parties; Plaintiff 
further alleges that her maiden 
mame was Doris E. Holliday, | 
which she wants restored to her, | 
and for which she prays judg- 
ment; Plaintiff further prays for 
relief, relief, general and special; | 
| All of which more fully 
j}appears from Plaintiff's Original | 
| Petition on file in this office and 
to which reference is here made: 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
; issuance, it shall be returned un- 
| served. P 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN,. JR.., 





|Clerk of the District Courts of| If this citation 


| Travis County, Texas. 
Issued and given under my 
|hand and seal of said Cpurt at 
office in the City of Austin, this 
the 30th day of April, 1959. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 





Travis County, Texas. 
| By G. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 
| ee 


| CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


[ T. George Miller, Defen- 
|dant, in the hereinafter styled 
and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to | 
be held at the courthouse of said | 
county in the City of Austin, 
Travis Couty, Texas, at or before 
10 o’clock A. M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 
days from the date of issuance 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday 
the 15 day of June, 1959, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff 
in Cause Number 113,283, in 
which Florence Catherine Miller 
is Plaintiff and T. George Miller 











to 3 STATE OF TEXAS | Travis 


is defendant, filed in said Court 
on the 6th day of March, 1959, 


|and the nature of which said suit 


is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
and against Defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between. said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
her of such nature as to render 


|their further living together as 


man and wife altogether insup- 
portable; Plaintiff further alleges 
that no community property was 
accumulated during. said _ said 
marriage; that one child was born 
of said union, that Plaintiff 
should be awarded its care, cus- 
tody and control and that defen- 
dant should be required to contri- 


|bute the sum of $50.00 per month 


toward the support of said child 
until it reaches the age of 18 
years; and for which Plaintiff 
prays judgment; Plaintiff further 


prays for relief, general and 
special; 
All of which more _ fully 


appears from Plaintiff's Original 
Petition on file in this office and 
to which reference is here made; 
is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.., 


|}Clerk of the District Courts of 


Travis Couty, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
at office in the City of Austin, 
this the 27th day of April, 1959. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
County, Texas. 
By G. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 


TO Valentin Almendarez, De- 
fendant, in the hereinafter styled 
and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o’clock A. M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 
42 days from the date of issuance 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday 





the 15th day of June, 1959, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff 
in Cause Number 110997, in 
which Otilia Almendarez is 
defendant, filed in said court on 
the 3rd day of July, 1958, and the 
nature of which said suit is as 
follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
and against Defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
her of such a nature as to render 
their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that two children, born of 
said union, are now living with 
Plaintiff, who is the proper per- 
son to have the care, custody and 
control of-said children, and that 
defendant should be required to 
contribute a proper sum for the 
support of said children until 
they each reach the age of eight- 
een years; and for which plaintiff 
prays judgment; Plaintiff further 
prays for possession of the house- 
hold and kitchen furniture ac- 
cumulated during said marriage; 
for costs of suit and relief, gen- 
eral and special; 

All of which more _ fully 
appears from Plaintiff's Original 
Petition on file in this office and 
to which reference is here made 
for all intents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
at office in the City of Austin, 
this the 29th day of April, 1959. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By G. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 





CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Robert Milligan, Defend- 
ant, in the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, 





to be held at the courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 
42 days from the date of issuance 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday 
the 15th day of June, 1959, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff 
in Cause Number 113,760, in 
which Elizabeth Thompson Mil- 
ligan is Plaintiff and Robert Mil- 
ligan is defendant, filed in said 
Court on the 16th day of April, 
1959, and the nature of which 
said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgement in favor of Plaintiff 
and against Defendant or decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
her of such a nature as to render 
their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that four children were 
born of said union, all of said 
children being under the age of 
sixteen years; said children are 
living with Plaintiff, who is the 
proper person to be awarded 
their custody and control and for 
which she prays judgment; Plain- 
tiff further alleges that a refrig- 
erator, washing machine and gas 
stove were acquired during their 
marriage, which _ should be 
awarded to Plaintiff and_ for 
which she prays judgment; Plain- 
tiff further prays for relief, gen- 
eral and special; and for costs of 


suit; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office and to which 
reerence is here made; 

If this citation is not served 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
within 90 days after date of its 
served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.. 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
at office in the City of Austin, 
this the 29th day of April, 1959. 


O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By G. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 
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